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Clluly Wews & [Brags

Meetings are held on the 2nd Monday o

each month, except July and December

at The Atlanta Humane Society,

981 Howell Mill RD, Atlanta, GA at
8:00PM.

The German Shepherd Dog Club of Atlan

Inc., encourages visitors to attend.

Club Meeting Minutes

Club meeting minutes can be found in th
members only section of the club website

www.gsdcatlanta.org
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The Guardian is published monthly by
The German Shepherd Dog Club Of Atlanta, Inc.

Deadline for submissions is on the 15th of eachtihon

Subscription rates are :

Members...FREE w/ additional copies of issues availablerup

request for 10.00 each to cover the cost of ipgrand postage
Non-Members........c.cocoeivi i, $ 30.00 per year.

@)

Make checks payable to :
The German Shepherd Dog Club Of Atlanta, Inc.

A complimentary issue will be sent
to prospective members upon request.

Any claims or statements of the writers or advertisn The
Guardian represent their own opinion and are retessarily
those of the Editor of The Guardian or the officer directors

of The German Shepherd Dog Club Of Atlanta, Inc

Claims are not verified by
The German Shepherd Dog Club Of Atlanta, Inc.

Editor: Denise Groenewald 6652 fauid
Canton, GA 30115-9266 770-720-0125
www.gsdcatlguardian@aol.com

#$ , %

"Every woman ensconced in fur should endure a rape so vicious that it
scars them forever. While every man entrenched in fur should suffer an
anal raping so horrific that they become disemboweled. Every rodeo
cowboy and matador should be gored to death, while circus abusers are
trampled by elephants and mauled by tigers. And, lastly, may irony shine
its esoteric head in the form of animal researchers catching

debilitating diseases and painfully withering away because research
dollars that could have been used to treat them was wasted on the
barbaric, unscientific practice vivisection."

Gary Yourofsky, PeTA Humane Education Lecturer,

quoted in the University of Southern Indiana Student Newspaper, The
Shield, January 24, 2008
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Versatility Awards Program
German Shepherd Dog Club of Atlanta

The Versatility awards program was implementedheyerman Shepherd Dog Club of Atlanta for twoaras as aeducationa
tool for memberdo promote the health, soundness, and welfare ofiGan Shepherd Dogsand as aecognition program for dog
and owners who have contributed to the breed in thenas of performance, conformation, and socialspnsibility. Eleven
different categories have been identified in whpdints can be earned. There five levels of awardsto recognize and reward d
and owners from a beginning level to those who heoléeved the pinnacle of success in one or seoéthle targeted areashe
categories and point-earning achievements in eaclisted below. Certificates are awarded Versatility Started (VS)plaquesor
special awards (if the owner is aative club member, as defined by the Bylawkincreasing size (which may includgaoto if the
owner submits one in advance and is an activeroletmber) are awarded for the higher levels, whictuagteVersatility Intermediate
(VI), Versatility Excellent (VX) Versatility Master (VM) andVersatility Super (SV)

Versatility Started (VSYequires five points from at least 3 different gattes, with at least one point coming from an A
performance category. The award is a certificate.

Versatility Intermediate (VI)requires 10 points from at least 4 different catiego including at least 2 AKC performance categg
A small plaque (with a 4"x6" photo if provided i&ance by the owner) will be awarded, if the owisexn active club member.

Versatility Excellent (VX)requires 12 points from at least 5 different catiegg including at least 2 AKC performance categgri
one point must by earned by winning the top lenedin AKC performance category. A large plaque béllawarde (same criteria
noted above; photo is 5"x7".)

Versatility Master (VM)-requires 18 total points from at least 6 differeatiegories; at least 10 of the points must be Bahthe £
AKC performance categories; the dog must have getithe top level in at least 2 of those perforreazategories A large plaqu
will be awarded; same criteria as above; photGx$@'.

Versatility Super (SVyequires 20 points from at least 8 different catiego and points must be earned in al\lkC performanc
categories; at least two points must be earnedchieegng the top level in two different AKC perfoamce categories. Apecia
award will be presented; same criteria as above.

Non-AKC titles are limited to one point per categorfor example, a dog with both a Canadian and &dde championship cot
claim only one point for his “foreign country chaimpship.”

There are 11 categories. One point is awardecedoh accomplishment or award listed. The firstategories are the Ak
performance categories. The dog must have pabsetest or accomplishment listed in order to berde a point. C.E.R.F.
certification must be renewed annually for the psinbe counted in successive years. pragram is designed to make versati
awards at some level accessible to all dogs andoalhers For example, if a dog does not have the healtdentials and/
conformation or performance achievements to beeading prospect, the dog can still earn a poitthén“Breedability” category t
being spayed or neutered, in recognition of theemsresponsible decision not to breed that dédglog whose hips or elbows do
certify, but whose owner has chosen to have the @isdlts posted on the OFA’s database, may eawpind for eachOFA public
database listing. Dogs who do certify earn extiatp for those certifications.

The Versatility Awards year runs from June 1 to Mdy thus, all titles and céfitates must have been earned no later than Maf
the year in which the Versatility Awards are présdnat the Annual Awards Banquet in JuBdl Versatility Awards informatior
must be submitted by reqular maib Joye Evans at the mailing address below, netahan June 1 of the applicable awards year
Information received after that deadline will notebconsidere. Written documentation is required for all earnggbints. If you
wish to receive a photo plaque for an eligible dgmy must specyf whether the photo will be vertical or horizontahd you mu:
provide the photograph you wish to u€mly current members are eligible to receive awartisreceive a plaque or special award
the recipient must have been an active club memded have owned or amaned the dog at the time the titles were won. adtive
club member is defined as one who has attendeshst five club meetings in the current awards {@ay combination of cluand/o
board meetingsir who has participated in a club training classaguictor or assistanty actively served on a committee during
awards yearor is a Life Member of the club as defined by the Wuly-laws. Members not meeting requirements for plaques
be awarded certificates. You must send copies {retnrnable) of all titles, certifications, etc., gsroof that your dog has earnt
points for those categorieMore information about the performance titles carfdund at the web site of the American Kennel ¢
akc.org. Anyquestions of eligibilityshall beresolved by the Boardlhe club has a Versatility Committee; chairpersas Joye
Evans; her contact information is770-438-2285 (home); 404-264-2164 (work), e-madrbargs@aol.com, addre3800 Mill Creel
Lane, Marietta, GA 30060. Pledasel free to call with any questions

d



1 OBEDIENCE

a) CGC

b) CD

c) CDX

d) ub

e) UDX

f) OTCH

g) Obedience Victor/Victrix

2 AKC RALLY
a) RN

b) RA

¢) RE

d) RAE*

*1 point for each level

3 TRACKING
a) TD

b) TDX

c) VST

d) CT

4 HERDING

a) HAC/HIC

b) HT

c) PT

d) HS*

e) HI*

f) HX*

g) HC

h) Herding Victor/Victrix

*1 point for each course/
livestock type

5 AGILITY
a) NA/NAP*
b) NAJ/NJP*
c) NF/NFP*

d) OA/OAP*
e) OAJ/OJP*
f) OF/OFP*

g) AX/AXP*

h) AXJ/AIP*
i) XF/XFP*

i) MXIMXP*

k) MXJ/MJIP*
) MXF/MXFP*

5 AGILITY (con’t)

n) MACH*
0)FTC*FTCP*
p) Agility Victor/Victrix

*1 point for each
title or level

c, f, i, 1, mand o added
2006

m) PAX
6 HEALTH 7 CONFORMATION/ 8 SCHUTZHUND 9 WORKING/ACTIVE 10 11 OTHER CANINE
a) Hip status published on open | BREEDABILITY DUTY RESPONSIBLE ACTIVITIES/AWARDS
OFA database a) AKC Show Ribbon a) BH a) Arson detection dog OWNERSHIP a) Scent Hurdle Team
b) Elbow status published on opeinb) AKC Champion b) SCH | b) Bomb detection dog a) Emergency b) Flyball Team
OFA database c¢) Select or Best in Show c) SCHII c¢) Drug detection dog Buddy System c¢) *Foreign/Other
¢) Thyroid status published on d) Grand Victor/Victrix d) SCH Il e) Police dog papers on file with | Championship
open OFA database e) ROM (Register of Merit) e) FH f) Guide dog club d) *Other Obedience title
d) Cardiac status published on f) Futurity Victor/Victrix HIPO -1 g) Service/Assistance dog b) Temperament e) *Other Agility title
open OFA database g) Maturity Victor/Victrix g) AD h) Search & Rescue dog Tested or Certified | f) *Other Herding title
e) Negative for von Willebrand’s | h) Spayed or Neutered h) WJ c¢) Registered g) *Other protection or

disease

f) Normal TLI (pancreatic
function) (5-35)

g) Tattooed, microchipped, or
DNA on file with AKC,

h) 10 years or older
i)Preliminary normal OFA hips
j) Preliminary hip status publisheg
k) Preliminary normal OFA
elbows

1) Prelim. elbow status published

d) added 2006

i) Hips rated Fair, Good, or
Excellent by OFA

j) Elbows rated normal by OFA
k) Thyroid normal, per OFA

I) CERF — eyes normal, per OFA
for current year

m) Cardiac normal per OFA

m) added 2006

Therapy Dog

d) Rescued Dog
(ILP or breed)

e) Other (Hero Dog
etc.)

d) Goodwill
Ambassador Dog
(at least 3 visits,
verified in writing
by event officials,
to seminars, clinics,
schools, etc.)

e) R.E.AD.
(Reading Education
Assistance Dog)
certification

working dog sport title
h) *Other Rally title

*Limited to 1 point per
listed title

G 39vd
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ARTICLE Ill - OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS
Current
SECTION | - OFFICERS
g we
12 O+ 73# ?# 9 & &
7o 6" " 6" 6 6 .# 9 ?
& ) 6 ) "9 " 1);"
A 2 e ") " M) g2 ' " $"
" " &) $" 41B.1+ .-%/-2
12 +#C 9+ 73# ?2# cC"9 ) ) '
9 "9 A " "6 9 &
1"2 37C 9+ 73# ?# " C" 9
") & "9 c"9 # &7
12 + +73 +#l+4 PH +" & " 6 * )
&' ") 7 ) ") '
*x "' ") 4B "6 &) " Yy 2
H# O+ & " 6 % e " " &.
12 ++ 9373 +#+4 ?# & " 6
"& " "1 ' 2) "6 "7 "L# 2
& " 6 '6 ") & '6 ' "
6" " e 8 92:2;
12 #+1D++ ?2# # ) moomom 6
) *12 & 6 7o ronoo ")
6 L # 7o ) "# ) 9
&) # ) 9 1 " f ) 2) my o
)y E 6 " ' ")) . 8 92:2;

The elective officers shall serve in their respectiapacities with regard to the club and Boardtimge.

SECTION 2 - BOARD OF DIRECTORS

# ‘7" " "y ) o+ &9 M) "
6 ") ?N? & 9) "6 . 9 )" ot e &
9 RS " " ) ' ) &
) & $ " 6 " & " 6 " &"
& 6 & " .16 5) & VA
6" "6.#6 ) """ )6- & &' '" 6 ) ) </ N6 . 8 92:2; .

VICE PRESIDENT- The Vice President shall assume the duties oPtiesident in case of the President's death, absenmca-
pacity, and shall serve as Training Director.

SECRETARY- The Secretary shall keep minutes of all meetofdgbe club and Board of Directors the Corporateiés Book,
maintain a current list of all members and thedradses, keep a copy of the current BYLAWS and dmemnts and a copy of the
standing rules and policies of the club availabblelidimes. The Secretary shall keep the lisAcfive Members and call roll at
each meeting and shall have charge of all corredgrmce (prepare, answer, and file) unless othemiieeted by the Board of Di-
rectors. The Secretary shall notify members ol cheetings, notify new members of their electmmembership and notify offi-
cers to their election to office.

SECTION 2 - BOARD OF DIRECTORS

The Board of Directors shall be the elected ofBoafrthe club plus the Retiring President, Editbthe club newsletter, and one
member elected by the club as Member-At-Large, sitall serve as the Publicity and Program Chairarghassist the Secretary
with designated duties. In the event that theiBeas succeeds himself, the office of Retiring Rtest shall not be filled. They
shall assume office July 1, the beginning of tisedl year and serve until June 30, the end ofiskalfyear.
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s ou 4 s 210 Franklin Farms Circle
1 - HI_E"‘ Fayetteville, GA 30214

Phone: 770-461-0714

n# Fax: 770-461-0714
#1 Web: www_juiceplus.com/+bf63020
( Email: bacalliope@mindspring.com

# o+
1S 24-Hour Info Line:

(800) 624-7671
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BJ’'s Peanutty Pupcicles

Easy French Dip Sandwiches

1 (10.5 ounce) can beef consomme

1 banana 1 cup water

1/2 cup peanut butter 1 pound thinly sliced deli roast beef

1/4 cup wheat germ 8 slices provolone cheese

1/4 cup chopped peanuts 4 hoagie rolls, split lengthwise

Dog Food Recipe Directions: Preheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C). tBpen
hoagie rolls and lay out on a baking sheet.

Mash banana’s and peanut butter, stir in wheat.germ Heat beef consomme and water in a medium saucepan

Chill 1 hour. With wet hands, solid. Place in Cdﬂm, over med|um-h|gh heat to make a rich beef brothc®!|

store in refrigerator or freezer. the roast beef in the broth and warm for 3 minutes.

range the meat on the hoagie rolls and top eathvitbl

2 slices of provolone.

Bake the sandwiches in the preheated oven for bitesn
or until the cheese just begins to melt. Servestral-
wiches with small bowls of the warm broth for dipgi

7& +" ") 6'? ?27&."




PAGE 9

6 Deadly Poisons That Could Kill Your Dog.

Toxins are a common (and potentially expensive) reason dog owners visit thairar&ans or emergency clinic

#1 - Antifreeze . This is the most common deadly poison ingesteddgs and cats. As little as one teaspoon can ldlfensmall
dog. Antifreeze has a sweet taste and dogs likeitkeep ALL antifreeze away from your dog.

#2.Mouse and Rat Baits There are several ingredients in these prodhetsare toxic. The most common one causes bleeding
disorders that can be fatal. Make sure any baifisuge are out of the reach of your pet.

#3.Slug Bait. In the summer months, slugs come out and bages to kill them. The active ingredient is methlgle and can
cause uncontrollable seizures.

#4.Dog medications Overdosing or accidental access to pet medicaiga common cause of poisoning in dogs. If yairgeci-
dentally gets anything he shouldn't, call your siatian. Early identification and treatment canes his life. If caught quickly- if
the medication is dangerous enough? Your vet mag eecommend that we induce vomiting to get itajutis system to prevent
problems.

#5.Human medications. Dogs commonly gain access to human medicatioaseogiven these medications by a well-intentioned
(but misinformed) owners. Medication may be giverin overdose amount or is a medication toxic gsdBLEASE don't give
your dog anything without consulting with your wétarian. Why chance it?

#6. Insecticides Don't give your pet anything for fleas or ticksess approved by your veterinarian. Some petsenrsitive to
certain medications.

Top 3 Causes of Death In Dogs

1. Cancer
2. Heart Disease
3. Kidney Disease

This is how they link to you pet's diet..

1. Cancer: The chemicals & preservatives used in many commercial dog foods are known to cause these can-
cers..

The same cancer-causing chemicals & preservatives have been banned from use in human foods because of
these known problems......but continue to be used in today’s pet foods.

- Kidney cancer

- Bladder cancer

- Skin cancer

- Stomach cancer

- Spleen cancer

- Leukemia

2. Heart Disease: The high proportions of cheap unhealthy fats in found in many commercial dog foods cause
arteriosclerosis and arterial blockages resulting in death by heart attack. But also, the lack of more expensive
omega-3 essential fatty acids (EFA) also causes canine heart failure because without omega-3, ventricular
arrhythmias occur and can result in sudden death.

3. Kidney Disease: An 11-year study of acute renal failure in dogs concluded 45% of cases are caused by tox-
ins and 35% by infectious disease. In the US, April-May 2007, over 2200 dogs died in a 3-week period from
poisonous toxins found in

the commercial dog foods they ate.

And nutritionally inadequate diets lead to defective adrenal glands unable to manufacture adequate cortisol, a
hormone vital for health and resistance to infectious disease (Dr. Alfred Plechner DMV).
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Deputy Darin Downey and his partner, K-9 Rico,le Cherokee County
Sheriff’s Office in Georgia were on duty March™@008. At approximately 1955
hours they were called to assist the Nelson Pé&legartment in reference to a Bur-
glary, which the suspect had fled into the woods.

Deputy Downey and K-9 Rico encountered very tougiddions while
searching for the suspect. Deputy Downey at ticoesd not see K-9 Rico in the
thick briars and overgrown brush. At one point9IRico, jumped deep in the brush
and the suspect began to yell as if he was in p&aif.Rico came back to Deputy
Downey and he heard the suspect take off runniaghagJnknown if the suspect re-
ceived an injury, Deputy Downey utilized his traigiand began to area search the
suspect.

A short time later, as Deputy Downey and K-9 Riarevgetting over two silt
fences, K-9 Rico landed on one of the metal pogh®fence in his abdominal area.
Deputy Downey helped K-9 Rico off of the metal pastl K-9 Rico began to stagger
before lying on the ground. Deputy Downey immegliatealized K-9 Rico might
have sustained a serious injury and began to dke€rRico’s abdominal area. Dep-
uty Downey noticed an area where the post remowet: ©f K-9 Rico’s hair but
there was no visible injury, no puncture area.

K-9 Rico got up, put his nose back to the ground lzexck at work they were, what a
tough dog. K-9 Rico led Deputy Downey through saonmee tough terrain before
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locating the suspect lying under some heavy brédter the suspect was taken
into custody and turned over to other officers, g@owney realizing K-9 Rico might
have an internal injury, made contact with his Kh8it supervisors who told him to take
K-9 Rico to the emergency veterinarian clinic.

Deputy Downey took K-9 Rico to the Cherokemity Emergency Vet Clinic on
Georgia Highway 92 in Woodstock. Doctor Herron iethiately conducted X-Rays and
concluded surgery was a must or K-9 Rico wouldamgér be with us. Doctor Herron
noticed there was about a 3 inch tear in K-9 Riabdominal wall and his large intes-
tines were protruding through the opening. K-9dRiaent under 2 hours of surgery to
repair the life threatening injury. The total ambaof the surgery cost $2,500.00.

K-9 Rico is expected to be out of work folesst 3-6 weeks. Deputy Downey
and K-9 Rico have been a team since September&@tD&-9 Rico was imported from
Holland. K-9 Rico is not only Deputy Downey’s paet but also part of his family.
Keep K-9 Rico and Deputy Downey in your thoughtd prayers.

Respectfully,
Cherokee County Sheriff’s Office K-9 Unit

\_;_ Floyd P. Pickett

5@@4 7% 2.Office
& 4%471 Cell
9—47 20943 Cell
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Gimmy just Loves her new P~N~P visor !
All the girls are wearing them
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Rx for Healthy Pets:

Tighten Pet Import Regulations and
Hug an American Dog Breeder

Congress is presently considering a Farm Bill that would put more stringent health and screening requirements in place
for importing dogs and puppies into the US. This is a critically important step in ensuring public health, healthy pets and
the vitality of the pet industry in America.

American consumers are increasingly concerned about the quality, safety and source of their products, especially im-
ported foods and household goods. Our standards for pets should be no less. But there is a profound irony in our country
where claims of pet overpopulation are used to target breeders and force sterilization of American pets, when hundreds of
thousands of foreign dogs are being imported every year!

American-bred dogs are the best in the world, and the U.S. pet industry is the world's most highly regulated. But 30 years
of successful programs aimed at reducing dog overpopulation plus an extra decade of misguided overkill on the issue has
created a perfect storm for American dogs and their owners.

Too much success is the biggest problem facing dog overpopulation campaigns today. The majority of Americans under-
stand today what it means to be responsible dog owners. They consider their dogs to be part of the family and keep
intact dogs home to prevent unwanted puppies, or have them spayed or neutered.

Meanwhile, shelters have become successful at marketing their dogs to the public, so shelter intake and euthanasia rates
have plummeted to a fraction of their former highs. Yet misguided campaigns to end dog overpopulation by targeting
breeders continue unabated, reducing the number of good breeders right along with the bad, so there are fewer American
-bred puppies for sale -- and fewer American dogs available at some American shelters.

The result?

When consumers want more dogs than American breeders and shelters can supply in a given region of the country, legal
and illegal importation of foreign dogs has risen. And fast — up to 300,000 annually, according to the U.S. Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention (CDC).

These imports displace American dogs with poorer quality dogs. And because imported dogs are poorly screened or
smuggled in with no screening, they also bring zoonotic (animal-to-human) diseases such as rabies, and potentially
expose the U.S. pet, livestock and wildlife populations to diseases and parasites that are not present here.

In the face of ongoing "overpopulation" campaigns, smugglers run black markets to meet puppy shortages. European
commercial breeding for export to the U.S. is exploding. And some enterprising American shelters and national animal
groups have begun importing foreign street dogs to meet demand.

It's a familiar American story: US breeders who have raised quality, health, and welfare standards to levels unmatched in
the rest of the world now find their puppies displaced by an influx of dogs produced in foreign countries that do not adhere
to our high standards. A perfect storm of good intentions promoted by fundraising groups and international humane relo-
cation operations has managed to outsource American dog breeding and put our pets — and us — in peril.

The National Association of State Public Health Veterinarians recommends in their Animal Rabies Compendium that:
"The movement of dogs for purpose of adoption or sale from areas with dog-to-dog rabies transmission should be
prohibited." We agree.

NAIA members can expose the irony and hypocrisy underlying this dangerous trend. It's time to ring the wake-up bell and
inform our friends, neighbors and lawmakers about what is happening and what can be done to correct it.

The CDC is now considering tougher import regulations and the US Farm Bill includes language to prevent the import of
dogs less than 6 months of age for resale or adoption. The National Animal Interest Alliance strongly supports these

needed reforms and calls on dog lovers from coast to coast to support these legislative actions to protect our pets. Go
to the NAIA Trust action alert to learn more and take meaningful action today!

NAIA is the Reform Wing of the Animal Welfare Movement

naia@naiaonline.org or 503-761-1139
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PET MEDICATIONS...What are they for?

Pet medications and prescriptions need to be ugldaw understanding of their effects and sideat$fe Only fresh, quality pet
medications should be used for dogs and cats. tremdused only as directed. Keep in mind thatraaglication or drug may not
be safe and effective for every individual dog at taking that substance. Here's an example framahumedicine: Aspirin is
widely available without a prescription and billoof aspirin tablets are consumed worldwide everyOn rare occasions some-
one will have a bad reaction from taking aspirined that mean that aspirin is “Bad” and that itutho't be available to anyone?
Does it mean thato oneshouldevertake an aspirin just because a few people sha@ldhikewise with pet medications we need
to be vigilant of undesirable side effects and sth&eep in touch with the dog or cat's veterinasdren any questions arise re-
garding pet medications and their use.

EXPIRATION DATE: Veterinarians frequently get calls about "expiratédications. The expiration date means the pitoduc
shouldn’t besold or dispensed after thatlate. It does NOT mean that the product becomes inéffectr useless on that date.
Here’s an example...if you purchased a box of Headtgath nine tablets in it on January first, and @& an expiration date

on the box of April of that year, your impressioight be that you have only four useful tabletshia box of nine. What the drug
companies must do, though, is set the expiratite @ell in advance of the time when any effectivenmight drop off in order

to take into account the time it takes the consumesse the medication. So you can safely use acatésh after the expiration
date if you use it in accordance with the labefrirctions. In this example of Heartgard, the conypamws it will take you nine
months to use up the nine tablets and sets theatipi date to take that time interval into accolifite expiration date takes into
account the time span it will take the purchasers® up the medication after it is purchased.

SIDE EFFECTS: A side effect is any response that is not therddséffect of a drug or medication. So if an astidnine is pre-
scribed in order to decrease nasal congestionalae &llergy and the patient also experiencesgyislh and sleepy mood as well,
the drowsiness is considered to be a side effeateSnost dogs and cats don'’t drive or operateyhasmchinery, the side effect of
sleepiness may not be an important consideratiofact, the side effect of the antihistamine migi#n be good. Maybe an antihis-
tamine would be a good choice to use prior topavitiere the dog or cat would benefit from beinghtly sleepy instead of barking
or yeowling for four hours straight! So, side effeare conditions other than the one intended...domaember, side effects can be
good, bad or inconsequential.

STRENGTH and DOSE and DOSAGE: Thestrength of a medication is the concentration or weighthaf substance. For ex-
ample cats are often given Amoxitabs as an antibiosually they are given the 50mg (50 one-thod#ahof a gram) strength
tablet. Amoxitabs also come in other strengths stschO0mg, 200 mg and 400mg. Tuseis the amount of the medication that an
individual should take at one time. For on antiigithe dose might be 8mg per pound of body weigltfar another antibiotic the
dose might be 25mg per pound. Tdasageis the amount to take over a period of time. Ttesgription bottle might read 2 cap-
sules every 8 hours until gone. This means thaditlugor wants the patient to take two capsulestim@and repeat taking two cap-
sules at eight hour intervals until all the medmais gone. (No, generally the time interval doekave to be exactly every eight

N)HEL%'GHEMW to'lc%eaﬁl%ﬁihary raisin. Cut it up into 1000 dqueats. Each little part will weigh about 1 miltem. There are
464,000 milligrams in a pound. The fact that masigd are measured in milligrams should alert yothéofact that sometimes very
tiny amounts of a substance can be very powetfabel instructions should be followed very faittyul

An example of the imperfect world we face in vetary medicine can be seen when a dog or cat expese reaction to a vaccina-
tion. On occasion, a potentially serious reactian occur shortly after receiving an inoculatibhe patient’s blood pressure
drops, heart rate slows and the patient can loossctousness. Rapid measures may be eeded tchsgpatient. (I have seen this
happen 3 times in 27 years of vaccinating dozemog$ and cats on a daily basis.) There are thbsenll flatly state that vacci-
nations are “bad” for dogs and cats, not just beedhey can cause serious reactions but they al@vé that the vaccines cause
future chronic ailments. | wonder how many casfeSanine and Feline Distemper, or Canine Hepatiti Parvovirus | would
have seen, and how many dogs and cats would hagdrdim these preventable diseases if | wished foerfect world and didn't
vaccinate all those pets for fear of the occasionpkrfection.

There are those in the Holistic community whd differ with some of the information here in thbd@macy. Strictly Holistic vet-
erinarians have their reasons for believing whay ttho and we all should keep an open mind wheonites to non-traditional ways
to medicate ourselves and our pets. However,rigsidacts and unemotional data have proven beymydreasonable argument
that some drugs and medications have very powkefaith enhancing effects. On the other hand, ifgreulooking for a perfect
world where everything is predictable and 100% saie: effective...you won't find that perfection iretRharmacy or Lab.

The following article appeared in an issue of Dog World Magazine regarding the use of antibiotics in pets:
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€ PET MEDICATIONS... ANTIBIOTIC USE AND MISUSE
by T. J. Dunn, Jr. DVM

Returning to his lab one morning in 1928 after a two-week vacation, Scottish microbiologist Sir Alexander Fleming
realized that one petri dish inoculated with Staphylococcus bacteria had been accidentally left open. About to dis-
pose of the worthless moldy dish, he noticed a clear halo devoid of any bacterial overgrowth surrounding each mold
colony. For some strange reason the bacteria weren't growing in these small halos of agar surrounding the green-
ish mold. Curious, as all scientists are, he asked himself why not? Instead of discarding the “contaminated” petri
dish, he explored the antibacterial properties of the unusual mold, called Penicillium notatum, and the rest is history.

Since Fleming'’s discovery of penicillin huge strides have been taken in the research and development of wide va-
rieties of antimicrobial chemicals, and researchers continue to seek newer, safer, and more effective methods of
interfering with bacterial and other microorganism replication. One of the greatest challenges veterinary and human
doctors face today is to make appropriate antibiotic selections that effectively help the patient recover from bacte-
rial, yeast and fungal infections... and at the same time to not harm the patient.

How would harm come to a patient being administered antibiotics? One common example is the over-prescribing of
antibiotics... using them when not really indicated. Recently a young Wirehaired Fox Terrier was presented to me
because of sudden onset of loose, foul smelling stool. There was no history of the dog having eaten anything un-
usual, the diet was excellent, no intestinal parasites were evident on the fecal analysis, and the patient was not de-
hydrated, vomiting, nor acting depressed. The temperature was normal and abdominal palpation revealed a loose,
gassy and non-painful character. My diagnosis was a viral enteritis... call it “intestinal flu” if you like. After discuss-
ing my diagnosis, and my preferred treatment of withholding all dog food for 24 hours, allowing plenty of fresh wa-
ter, and simply allowing the dog to eat small amounts of yogurt every two hours until the following day, the owner
asked “Aren’t you going to give him some antibiotics?”

I had to convince the concerned and skeptical owner that if my diagnosis was correct, this patient did not need anti-
biotics and in fact might develop a much worse diarrhea if we went that route. Plus, once an antibiotic is used in a
patient there is the potential for that patient to develop a resistant population of bacteria. And someday, when anti-
biotics are truly needed, if that antibiotic is chosen as a treatment the infection may be refractory to the drug. What
this patient needed was to have “good” bacteria reintroduced into the gastrointestinal tract so that the correct bal-
ance of bacterial flora could be reestablished. Antibiotic administration should be reserved for patients who truly
need them. Indiscriminate or casual use of antibiotics may lead to bacterial resistance in a patient as well as set up
the potential for a future allergic reaction to the drug.

Conversely, in urinary tract infections and in skin infection cases called pyoderma, long-term administration of anti-
biotics may be necessary to eliminate tough infections. Often, with pyoderma, antibiotics are actually under-
prescribed. According to veterinary dermatologist Rusty Muse of Tustin, California, most pyoderma cases require
an appropriate antibiotic for as long as six to eight weeks to be effective. Dr. Muse states, “The skin receives only
4% of the heart’s output so effective blood delivery of antibiotic concentrations have a much more difficult time satu-
rating the skin cells in microbe-killing amounts than in organs well perfused with blood such as the liver. At our der-
matology clinic we have discovered that about 10% of the ‘allergy’ patients are actually suffering from chronic
pyoderma and have not responded well to antibiotics previously used. Sometimes that failure for an infection to
clear is due to too low of a dose being given or the dose not being given as often as directed or for as long as di-
rected. In some cases, especially if a culture and sensitivity have not been done, the antibiotic chosen may not be
the best choice for the specific bacteria causing the pyoderma.

“There are four principles to keep in mind regarding appropriate antibiotic use,” continues Dr. Muse. “One is that the
correct choice of antibiotic needs to be made for a particular infection. The second is the proper dose must be
given. Third is that the dose must be given at defined intervals because some medications should be given once a
day and others four times a day to achieve consistent and effective tissue levels of the antibiotic. And finally, the
antibiotic needs to be given long enough to truly effect a cure.”

In general, most veterinarians select what they consider to be an appropriate medication, and if the results are not
favorable, laboratory identification of the bacteria and testing for the bacteria’s vulnerability to specific antibiotics is
done. This is termed “doing a culture and sensitivity”. Should this be done in every situation where an infection is
discovered? According to Mark G. Papich, DVM, Professor of Clinical Pharmacology in the College of Veterinary
Medicine at North Carolina State University, “For routine infections, empirical treatment with ‘first line’ drugs can be
used without obtaining lab tests (culture and susceptibility tests) first. For refractory infections, or cases that are
more serious and/or life-threatening, lab tests are recommended.”

Continued on page 16
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Continued from page 15

Some failures of antibiotic administration mightdage to early withdrawal of the drug by the owndew it appears that an
infection has “cleared up”. Every veterinarian baperienced the exasperation of faulty owner caamgk with prescrip-
tion instructions. A typical scenario goes likesthithe veterinarian sees a patient again for the gaatdem a few months
after prescribing an antibiotic. A different prdption is suggested to fight the infection and ¢hener says “I've still got
quite a few left from the last time, Doctor, shoujdst start those again?” Bingo! So that’'s whg thedication didn’t

work; it wasn'’t used for the entire treatment time!

“Another concern regarding indiscriminate use dftdatics in small animals” states Papich, “is thsistance problem.
When animals are exposed to antibiotics, theregisaal chance that the endogenous population oébaatill mutate or
acquire resistance factors that may change them iging susceptible to being resistant. When thasteria later on are
the cause of a urinary tract infection, wound ititet or other opportunistic infection, there ig@d chance that they will
be resistant to standard drugs.”

Some antibiotics, such as the tetracyclines, sheoide given with dairy products that contain lotgalcium because the
calcium binds with the antibiotic and reduces tfieativeness. Some antibiotics, as mentioned, ibegiven every six
hours, some every eight, some every twenty-fourdiddne prescription may need to be given with fand another on an
empty stomach. One group of antibiotic might caaeseere diarrhea, another could permanently disest@rging tooth
enamel if given to young pups, another group cealagse bone marrow suppression, and another cotddtgdly do harm
to the auditory nerve and cause permanent deaffiresnoral of this story is to expect antibiotiobhe used only when
truly needed and then to be used according toitketibns. And if your veterinarian seems reluctantlispense an antibi-
otic when little Snuffy has the sniffles, now yomdw why. Take heart that if the sniffles turn instamething worse, antibi-
otics are available if needed.

"This article has been provided courtesy of Re#com (www.petplace.com), the definitive oalsource for pet news,
health, and wellness information."

STRANGE BREED by Steve Langille

T BET HE GAVE ME FLEAS/
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Most breeds have seen an increase in the amothettih testing done in the last decade. Many facoe involved in this
increase. Scientific research has advanced, aiulditadf testing has increased, breeders have becowre educated, and puppy
buyers have become more sophisticated. This i®d yend, right? For the most part, the answeess Yhe information gained
from health testing can enable breeders to makerwigeding decisions, and (hopefully) as a résekd healthier dogs.

Unfortunately, health testing can also be misu$dre is a disturbing trend among some breedarsedealth testing as a
weapon in their crusade to become the "breediniggblThey decide what health testing is appropr{and what results are
"acceptable” for breeding.) Anyone that does nataltheir views is then castigated. The breedilig@oefuse to make
allowances for differing priorities in individuatdeding programs. This attitude does not fostgirit f sharing and cooperation,
which is important in the quest to reduce the dVereidence of genetic diseases in our breedsekample, a breeder may
occasionally choose to use dogs whose thyroid teeatg equivocal, or even dogs that "fail." Afteiry vilified multiple times by
the breeder police, they may choose to continusadhge practice and just not authorize OFA to désckny results except normal
(or quit using OFA at all.)

Is the breed in question better off? In my opinithe, answer is a resounding "no." The ideal sitwratvould be for every breeder
to test every dog (including "pets") and to diselaed results. People could use this informatidaliigently to make better
breeding decisions, and breeders would have a imeitér idea about the true status of the diseatfeibreed. | don't believe this
will happen in most breeds as long as we have pabplt stand ready to use any less than favorabléts to bludgeon breeders
and trash individual dogs and breeding programs.

So what is the solution to this particular problefis?breeders we need to stand up against the paty@ppoint themselves as
the breeder police. We must understand that otteedfeys to lowering the incidence of genetic dissds information, and the
responsible use of that information! As long aspdeare afraid of the breeder police, they willrbrictant to share data, and in
many cases justifiably so. Peer pressure can lefeative tool, but we need to make sure that atioas are encouraging people
to test and share results, not scaring them iteace. \We must remove the stigma that accompangeiiping a dog with a
problem!

A disturbing corollary to the breeder police atfituis the breeder who will castigate other breefterasing dogs that don't "pass”
a particular health test, yet continue to breedsdbgmselves that have not even been tested fiosah@e condition! | am of the
opinion that it is better to breed with knowleddah® health issues in one's dogs, than it isitalbl breed untested dogs. For
instance if a breed were riddled with hip dysplaiienight be a wise course of action to continuérteed affected dogs while
striving for overall improvement (removing all affed dogs from the gene pool in one fell swoopaddaive devastating conse-
guences.) A breeder might decide to breed a miffgcted dog, if their breeding partner was rateddjor better. Some people
seem to prefer the "head in the sand" method, bghnihis perfectly acceptable to breed affectedgjas long as one doesn't
know they are affected.

Another misuse of health testing that has beconre mmmmon recently is the use of results as a rtiagkwol. There are some
commercial breeders on the internet that have beamgnizant of the fact that consumers are becomirg educated. Puppy
buyers are asking about health clearances on gaf#his is another good thing, but we need to gihéu in our education efforts.
For example, CERF will issue a number on a doghgfae. In many breeds, eye diseases are not jexv@mset in nature. A
breeder might CERF their bitch as a puppy and bheedoung (say at a year), do the same with a araehen be able to adver-
tise puppies from "PRA clear" parents. It is goaatketing, but what is the true value? In many bsedftere is no value. If the
average onset of a breed's most common eye prad)lésr-6 years, the puppy CERF does nothing et puyers a false sense
of security. In this case, one must carefully weigh health testing advertised along with the ifgtalf the breeding program. Is
the testing (and breeding) done at a meaningful @gesidering the age of onset of the most commmohlpms? Is follow-up
testing done?

The final point | would like to discuss is the mgswf direct DNA testing results. One of the gretlb®ons for a breed is when a
direct DNA test is developed for a disorder. Evais information can be misused! The value of adiBNA test is that it allows
the greatest possible inclusion of dogs in the gerwd, but unfortunately it is often used to ex@utbgs from the gene pool. The
direct DNA test allows one to determine the dogsajype (not just phenotype) as clear, carriefffecged. One can then use the
results and never produce another affected dath¢imbsence of a mutation or testing mistakes) it necessary to exclude any
category of dogs. One can still breed carrierseargh affecteds as long as the breeding partnégas, and affected puppies will
not be born. (There might be other reasons whynaight not want to breed an affected, for exampiiteh that is a clinical
bleeder.) A great tragedy can occur if people abtese the test results to exclude all carriersaffiedted dogs from breeding.
This can severely diminish the gene pool, whichltave serious, unplanned consequences.

Health testing is a wonderful tool when used pripédike many of the advances in our modern woitlis also subject to abuse/
misuse. As breeders, let's all strive to avail elwes of the valuable information provided by he#dtsting, without misusing it!

Copyright 01/15/2004, Kiesha Crawmer. Commentsfaadback tcrawmerk@aol.corwelcome!
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Board Meetings

Meetings are held at the homes of the
Board Members prior to a regular club meeting
and are open to all Club Members.

Club Members wishing to attend must notify the host
Board Member prior to attending.

Club Members are not permitted to participate in
discussions unless delivering a committee report.

Club Members are not permitted to vote.
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Date: April 18, 2008 9:00:48 AM PDT

Subject: PETA, HSUS Take Over Dallas

Dallas Ordinance Will Destroy Hobby Dog Breeding, Trample Constitution
Radical Animal Rights Agenda Infiltrates Metro Area Government

by JOHN YATES
The American Sporting Dog Alliance http://www.americansportingdogalliance.org

DALLAS, TX — Texas may seem like the most unlikely of places for animal rights groups to infiltrate and take over local gov-
ernment. This state has the reputation for vigorous defense of property rights and the traditional relationships between animals
and people. However, the entire Dallas metropolitan areas has become a case study of how this can happen in the absence of
vigilance, and how dog owners can pay a devastatingly high price when it does. The City of Dallas is facing a series of animal
control ordinances that will strip dog owners of all property rights to their animals, eliminate private breeding of purebred dogs,
subject dog owners to unconstitutional searches and seizures and, in fact, impose the full animal rights dream agenda of the
radical People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) and the only slightly less radical Humane Society of the United
States (HSUS). People who are closely affiliated with PETA and HSUS have, quite literally,
taken over both city and metro advisory councils. These extremists not only have written the ordinances, but they also will en-
force them.

Dog owners in the City of Dallas face a city council vote on the ordinances, possibly within days, and every municipality within
the metro area faces similar ordinances because of the actions and influence of the quasi-official Metroplex Animal Coalition,
which is dominated by HSUS and PETA members and supporters, an investigation by The American Sporting Dog Alliance
shows. No known representatives of dog owners groups or kennel clubs are listed as members of
either the Metroplex or City of Dallas boards. This group also has exported it's agenda to other cities, such as Houston,
where the animal control program now is administered by a former Dallas animal control board President, Kent Robertson, who
has worked closely with HSUS and conducted training seminars for the radical group. In 2002, Robertson brought in a team of
six officials from the HSUS national office to review Dallas animal control programs and make recommendations.

Robertson barely let the ink dry on his contract before he convinced city council to institute restrictive breeders licenses in
Houston last year. The Associated Press reported that no one had applied for the required breeders’ permits three months af-
ter the ordinance took effect, and thus were running the risk of fines of up to $2,000 a day. This time, Dallas dog owners are in
the crosshairs and animal rights groups have won the support of Mayor Tom Leppert, Mayor Pro Tem Dr. Elba Garcia, and
several members of City Council, according to a report of a closed-door “briefing” between animal activists and city officials by
Metroplex Animal Coalition President Elaine Munch. Munch is closely aligned with HSUS. In a description about how the
Metroplex Complex was formed, she wrote: “We asked our regional office of HSUS and other national groups for help in identi-
fying those to invite.” Also, HSUS representative Lou Guyton is a member of the Metroplex Coalition Advisory Board, as is long
-time PETA ally and award winner Robert “Skip” Trimble, an animal rights attorney who also is president of the City of Dallas
Animal Shelter Commission, chairman of the board of the PETA-like Texas Humane Legislative Network and a director of the
radical fringe Animal Legal Defense Fund. Another member of both the Dallas and Metroplex boards is Jonnie England, who
was drafted recently by HSUS to judge that organization.

Munch quoted Mayor Leppert as telling people at the briefing that he has a “sense of urgency” to pass the ordinances in 30-to-
45 days. Councilwoman Pauline Medrana was quoted as calling the ordinances “fair, firm and comprehensive,”
and Council Members Dave Neumann, Mitchell Rasansky and Ron Natinsky reportedly expressed their support.

“Almost all council members stressed being aggressive in getting the ordinances ready ASAP/with a sense of urgency,”
Munch wrote of the briefing. “(...The ordinances) were received very well with no council members showing any
opposition to these proposed ordinances.” Trimble and Munch are key players in the animal rights takeover of the Dallas
Metroplex. Both hold leadership positions on both the City and metro advisory boards, and both have close ties to radical ani-
mal rights groups that oppose the private ownership of animals. PETA awarded Trimble its 2001 “Activist Award” for his work
on Texas animal rights issues, and he also was honored by HSUS in 1997 with a “Legislative Achievement Award” and by a
New Mexico group in 2000 for “lifelong commitment to animal rights.”

In a published article, Trimble described himself as a former “animal abuser, "and his description says a lot about what he now
thinks is abuse. “I'm a former animal abuser,” Trimble says. “I used to own racehorses, raise roping steers, hunt and eat meat.”
Now, Trimble describes himself as a vegan vegetarian, deplores traditional farming and ranching, and echoes the animal rights
agenda of opposition to breeding animals, hunting, rodeos and competing with horses. The American Sporting Dog Alliance
believes that only a handful of Dallas residents would agree with Trimble’s idea of animal abuse, and that a large majority
would describe his views as radical fringe - if not fruitcake fringe! We urge City Council to reject these views and uphold the
values and beliefs of the large majority of Dallas residents. No state has fought harder than Texas to protect the rights of indi-
viduals from unwarranted intrusion by government, beginning with the Alamo and continuing into the modern era. As an attor-
ney, Trimble has developed a specialty of using the law as a tool to advance the animal rights agenda, and is credited with
playing the major role and banning the slaughter of horses in Texas. In one case, his work bolstered PETA in shutting down a
Texas primate sanctuary. Trimble was with the police on the raid, and the effort received direct praise from PETA President
Ingrid Newkirk on the organization’.

Continued on page 27
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Dogs, in their natural state, are pack animals.t&¥d to think of them simply as autonomous pupsdortt often consider their
immutable core nature as pack animals, howeves flilure to take into account the true natureagsican make training more
difficult. Likewise, understanding what it meandi® a pack animal can unlock one of training'stgstasecrets.

Dogs, in packs, have leaders. The leadership nade@g packs is one of great influence. Other dodke pack naturally subordi-
nate themselves to leadership and will look tortlegider for guidance and instruction.

Of course, domesticated dogs don't travel in pacdksead, they build a pack based on those withmvtieey regularly interact.
In essence, the owner and the owner's family mesntreclose friends become the dog's pack.

This creates a wonderful opportunity for dog trend®y casting yourself as the leader of your dpgtk, the dog will naturally
tend to follow your lead, will naturally feel inaked to respect you and will demonstrate an instieateed to learn from you.
Since a dog's real social structure will alwayséen through the innate canine perspective of pauddeaders, it only makes
sense for trainers to take advantage of this higrisg roles for both pet and master that will makg training especially effec-
tive.

There are several things a trainer can do to embling a pack leader. These techniques will ajlowr dog to find what he
will rightfully feel is his place in your family'social order and will make him substantially momeeaable to your training.
Some may say it is as easy as "making sure thé&mmgs who is the boss," but that is an oversingdiiion. Being bossy is not
the same as being a leader. Simply trying to eefgour will on a dog does not necessarily commueita him that you are
truly the pack leader. The talented trainer wiltlarstand this and will take specific actions to kmua pack leader.

Some expert-recommended techniques include:

Consistency

Good leaders are consistent enforcers of rulesegdations. Leaders who too often "look the othiay" are not taken seri-
ously. A dog will notice whether your rules and egfations are consistently maintained and may &&ryour mettle upon
occasion, pushing the boundaries of establishedviefal norms to determine who is really in chaigg being a wholly consis-
tent leader, you are likely to establish yourselbaing the head of your pack and your dog wilhtbe much more apt to follow
your lead.

Respect

Leaders are respected not just as an arbitraryawtl of their assigned position but because of Hwy behave in that role. A
firm, but fair leader is far more likely to be aded and followed. One must be firm with their dogem training, but cannot
hold unreasonable expectations or enforce thedisrwith violence or punishment. A good pack leader still use the positive-
reinforcement techniques that have been provendfreof successful training. Being a respectfuliézaill create a respectful
follower in your dog. Their submission to you shibbk premised in respect and appreciation-notande humiliation.

Interaction

The successful pack leader will interact with hig édh ways that reinforce the notion of the sohiatarchy. Dogs, for instance,
look for cues from leadership in the eyes. By naimhg eye contact with your pet during training,will better understand
your role as leader. Likewise, it is desirable ¢aasionally demand your dog's attention while walkiplaying or during more
intense training sessions. By commanding your ddteel and to look at you, for instance, you wilitfier reinforce your posi-
tion as pack leader.

Unlocking the power of being a pack leader can ntedieing much more effective. With roles cleartablished, one can avoid
much of the struggle others may experience whdlimitng their pets. Additionally, by assigning yoelfghe role of pack leader
you create an environment in which your dog wiliumally look to you for its guidance. Pack leadgrsh an essential compo-
nent to any fully optimized training program.
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Breeders and Litters

Signers of the GSDCA Breeders Code Of Ethics . Qsv&ebreeders of

multiple champions. Champion OFA , fully healthtégsstud service to
qualified bitches. Fully guaranteed puppies andngoadults
for companion, show or performance available ocresly.

William & Denise Groenewald

6652 Vaughn Rd @an GA 30115

770-720-0125 rikers123@aol.com www.greemtehiepherds.com

Owners & Breeders of multiple champions since 1970.
Champion OFA stud service.

Puppies and young adults occasionally for compahames.

Showable puppies available and we will sell ourdyones to show homes

All sales guaranteed. Visitors always welcome.

Gene & Kaye Valentine 1542 Narroway Church CirBlallas, GA 30132

770-443-8600 kagengsd@aol.com  http://bemaol.com/kagengsd

~

Giovanni Middei Sharpsburg, GA
Phone : 770-502-0038 Cell : 678-895-9500
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Continued from page 19

As an attorney, Trimble has developed a specialty of using the law as a tool to advance the animal rights agenda, and is
credited with playing the major role and banning the slaughter of horses in Texas. In one case, his work bolstered PETA in
shutting down a Texas primate sanctuary. Trimble was with the police on the raid, and the effort receive Munch has close
ties to HSUS through the Metroplex and city animal control boards. HSUS has nothing to do with local Humane Societies,
which help animals. Instead, HSUS is a national political action and lobbying group for animal rights issues.

Wayne Pacelle, the head of HSUS, has been quoted extensively about his radical views on animal rights that oppose eating
meat, pet ownership and hunting. He wrote: “We have no ethical obligation to preserve the different breeds of

livestock produced through selective breeding ...One generation and out. We have no problems with the extinction of do-
mestic animals. They are creations of human selective breeding.” Pacelle also said, “I don’t have a hands-on fondness for
animals...To this day | don't feel bonded to any non-human animal. | like them and | pet them and I'm kind to them, but
there’s no special bond between me and other animals... In fact, | don’t want to see another dog or cat born.”

The Metroplex board also is endorsed by a wide range of animal rights groups, including the radical Animal Connection of
Texas and a Buddhist group called Ahimsa. Both of these groups advocate vegan vegetarianism. Trimble also works to end
the breeding of dogs through his leadership role in the Texas Humane Legislation Network. On its website, Trimble’s group
attacks dog breeders: “Do not buy from breeders. No matter how caring they appear to be about the animals they are sell-
ing, they are still contributing to the overpopulation crisis. At least 25 percent of dogs entering shelters are full-bred dogs.”
Another quote: " ‘Don't breed or buy while animals in shelters die’ is a bumper sticker slogan worth taking to heart.”

What's The Problem?

Proposed solutions such as the Dallas animal ordinance presume that there is a problem to solve. City officials have been
guoted extensively as saying that Dallas has a severe problem with “pet overpopulation.” What does that mean?

"We have to do something,” Acting Shelter Director Willie McDaniel said. He described an epidemic of stray dogs running
loose in low-income neighborhoods, and also complaints by people who don't like their neighbors’ dogs. McDaniel then
went on to bemoan the fact that Dallas’ free spay and neuter program isn’'t working, and that tougher laws are needed to
force people to sterilize their pets. The answer, in the eyes of McDaniel, is to eliminate the private breeding of dogs that are
owned by the people who do not cause the problems. People who breed dogs for show, hunting or competition are very
selective, do not allow indiscriminate matings, and confine their dogs so that they cannot get bred accidentally. Several
newspaper articles say that Dallas has very poor compliance with required dog licensing rules, and Animal Control almost
never prosecutes people who violate a strict “leash law” by allowing their pets to run loose. It also is reported that very little
effort has been given to promote the free spay and neuter clinics.

Thus, it would appear that City Council has done little to try to solve the problem by means that are available now, are
pressing for new laws when they refuse to enforce the current ones, and are targeting the wrong people with the new laws.
In doing so, they have been led by the nose into embracing the animal rights groups’ agenda to take a giant leap toward
eliminating responsible breeding and private ownership of all animals. Shelter statistics for Dallas are hard to find, as they
are combined with Plano and Fort Worth in data published by the state. A Dallas Morning News Article from 2006 said
28,686 dogs and cats were impounded in 2004. The article did not separate dogs from cats in the data. In 1994, 10 years
earlier, 38,294 dogs and cats reportedly were impounded. Those figures indicate that there has been a 25-percent improve-
ment in the situation during that 10-year-long period. The improvement continues at an even more rapid rate. The most re-
cent statistics show that 26,979 dogs and cats entered the city shelter in FY 2006-07. That is a 6-percent reduction in the
most recent two years.

Trimble’s legislative advocacy group maintains that 25-percent of the dogs entering the animal shelter are “full-bred” ani-
mals — that is, dogs that resemble a recognized breed of dog and may or may not be purebreds. That figure is
standard HSUS rhetoric.

What HSUS doesn't say is that about 20-percent of dogs entering shelters are brought by their owners specifically for
euthanasia because of old age, severe illness or debilitating injuries. They also don’t say that dogs of the “pit bull” breeds
and crosses comprise between 25-percent and 70-percent of shelter admissions nationwide, with large cities like Dallas
tending to be on the high end of the scale. These two categories of dogs account for almost all of the “full-bred” or purebred
dogs entering shelters, nationwide statistics show.

Moreover, national research of the major reasons for pet abandonment rank too many dogs or puppies sixth and 10th on
the list of major causes. The biggest reasons are social factors, such as landlord issues, moves for job changes and di-
vorce. Thus, the research shows, any effort toward forced population control would have a minimal impact on the problem,
because most of the abandoned pets are wanted by their owners.

Continued on page 28
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continued from page 27

The Shotgun “Solution”

The animal rights groups are asking City Council to make a logic-defying leap with the proposed new ordinances.

While there is not one shred of evidence that hobby breeders contribute to the problem in any significant way, the ordi-
nances target them for the elimination of activities that are done responsibly, involve hundreds if not thousands of law-
abiding and conscientious Dallas residents, and play a large role in the city’s economy.

Pets are a multi-million-Pets are a multi-million dollar business in Dallas, and hobby breeders play a major role in pur-
chasing veterinary services, food for their animals, supplies, equipment, fencing, building materials, advertising, business
services and sporting goods at hundreds of businesses in the city. Hundreds of jobs are directly and indirectly

Here is how the ordinance targets those innocent and responsible people who also are the geese that lay a golden egg
for Dallas’ economy:

» A person or family would be prohibited from keeping more than six dogs, cats, or a combination of dogs and cats.

« All dogs and cats must be spayed or neutered at four months of age, or the owner will face confiscation of the ani-
mal and fines of up to $2,000 a day. This requirement flies in the face of much modern veterinary science research, and
also exposes the city to devastating lawsuits (see below).

e This provision would effectively outlaw dog shows and other canine events in the City of Dallas, because anyone
who lives outside of the city would be subject to citations and stiff fines, and would risk having their dogs confiscated and
subjected to forced sterilization if they are not spayed or neutered. This would have a major negative economic impact on
Dallas businesses.

e There are some provisions for obtaining a breeding permit, but McDaniel and other city officials have been quoted
as saying that breeders’ permits will not be issued in residentially zoned areas, where most people who raise dogs live.
It's a classic “Catch 22.” People can get a breeder’s permit in theory, but not in practice.

* In the unlikely possibility that someone does not live in a residential area, breeders’ permits are available at the
cost of $500 per year for each dog or cat, but only if the owner and animal qualify. All other animals must be spayed or
neutered. To qualify, the animal’s owner must be a member of an approved club for the breed of dog or cat.

< Breeders’ permits are available only for dogs that are registered with a registry that meets the city’s approval. To
be approved, the registry must convince city officials that it “maintains and enforces a code of ethics for dog and cat
breeding that includes restrictions from breeding of dogs and cats with genetic defects and life threatening health prob-
lems that commonly threaten the breed.” This also is a “Catch 22,” as this would be unenforceable by a registry in the
absence of personal inspections, discussing it with the dog'’s veterinarian, and mandating prohibitively expensive genetic
tests (thousands of dollars for some tests) that are not available for many conditions. No registry would meet this stan-
dard. Thus, no registry could qualify.

« Anyone who owns a dog would be subject to unannounced inspections of his or her home and property by animal
control officers to assure compliance with the ordinance. A search warrant would not be required, and probable cause
would not have to be established. This is in direct violation of protections contained in the Bill of Rights of the both Texas
and U.S. Constitutions.

« If anyone is found with a dog that is not spayed or neutered, animal control officers are empowered to seize and
impound the animal. To get the animal back, an owner would have to either obtain a breeding permit of sterilize the dog.
Dogs that are not reclaimed under this provision become city property, and can be adopted or euthanized.

e Tethering is banned except for short periods, and all kennels used to house dogs must be a minimum of 150
square feet. That size limitation makes sense for a large dog, but is absurd for a Chihuahua.

< Several other provisions would stringently regulate dangerous dog, animals used for research, circuses and other
performance events. Possession of certain kinds of animals is prohibited or severely restricted.

» Fines of up to $2,000 for each day of noncompliance are provided, with higher fines for repeat offenders.

It is clear that the intention of the writers of this ordinance has nothing at all to do with reducing the number of stray dogs
in poor neighborhoods of Dallas. It is a naked attempt to deny people the right to raise and breed dogs, and clearly is part
of the animal rights plan to eliminate dogs from the lives of people. Sterilize now and, as Wayne Pacelle of HSUS said,
“one generation and out.”

It must be emphasized that hobby breeders play a vital role in helping people to obtain companion animals that will be an
intergal part of their family for more than a decade. Dedicated hobby breeders work hard to improve temperament, ge-
netic health, beauty and utility in the various breeds of dogs, and offer an important alternative to shelter and rescue dogs
whose health background, history, disposition and genetic backgrounds are unknown. Hobby breeders do not contribute
to the problem. Indeed, they are the most important element in the solution. In this regard, too, the proposed Dallas
ordinances are wholly counterproductive. Hobby breeders and other people who own purebred dogs are not responsible
for people who allow mixed-breed dogs to roam the streets and breed indiscriminately. There is utterly no justification for
restricting or eliminating hobby breeding. Indeed, there are many excellent and proven reasons why it should be strongly
encouraged!
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But Lawyers Will Love It

If City Council approves these ordinance revisions, one thing is certain. The City of Dallas will become embroiled in a
nonstop series of lawsuits by dog owners who can claim damages if their pet is diagnosed with one of the many serious
and sometimes fatal medical conditions that have been linked by recent research to spaying and neutering, especially at
a young age. They also will have to face legal challenges based on the Texas property law, and for violations of due
process and search and seizure protections enshrined in the Texas and U.S. Constitutions.

The American Veterinary Medical Association has long advocated spaying and neutering of dogs, and continues to do
so, under the belief that the benefits outweigh the risks. However, recent research has led many individual veterinarians
to seriously question this premise, and a majority of the most recent research indicates that there are substantial risks
involved with sterilization. This has the strong potential to become a major liability issue for City of Dallas taxpayers.

A 2007 analysis of the research by Dr. Larry Katz of Rutgers University concluded:

“Tradition holds that the benefits of (sterilization) at an early age outweigh the risks. Often, tradition holds sway in the
decision-making process even after countervailing evidence has accumulated. Ms (Laura) Sanborn has reviewed

the veterinary medical literature in an exhaustive and scholarly treatise, attempting to unravel the complexities of the
subject. More than 50 peer-reviewed papers were examined to assess the health impacts of spay / neuter in female

and male dogs, respectively. One cannot ignore the findings of increased risk from osteosarcoma, hemangiosarcoma,
hypothyroidism, and other less frequently occurring diseases associated with neutering male dogs. It would be irrespon-
sible of the veterinary profession and the pet owning community to fail to weigh the relative costs and benefits of neuter-
ing on the animal’s health and well-being. The decision for females may be more complex, further emphasizing the need
for individualized veterinary medical decisions, not standard operating procedures for all patients.”

Sanborn’s review of the research concluded: The number of health problems associated with neutering may exceed the
associated health benefits in most cases.
On the positive side, neutering male dogs

eliminates the small risk of dying from testicular cancer
reduces the risk of non-cancerous prostate disorders
reduces the risk of perianal fistulas

may possibly reduce the risk of diabetes (data inconclusive)m

On the negative side, neutering male dogs

« if done before 1 year of age, significantly increases the risk of osteosarcoma (bone cancer); this is a common
cancer in medium/large and larger breeds with a poor prognosis.

e increases the risk of cardiac hemangiosarcoma by a factor of 1.6

e triples the risk of hypothyroidism

« increases the risk of progressive geriatric cognitive impairment

e triples the risk of obesity, a common health problem in dogs with many associated health problems

e quadruples the small risk of prostate cancer

* doubles the small risk of urinary tract cancers

* increases the risk of orthopedic disorders

* increases the risk of adverse reactions to vaccinations.

For female dogs, the situation is more complex. The number of health benefits associated with spaying may exceed the
associated health problems in some (not all) cases. On balance, whether spaying improves the odds of overall good
health or degrades them probably depends on the age of the female dog and the relative risk of various diseases in the
different breeds.

On the positive side, spaying female dogs

- if done before 2.5 years of age, greatly reduces the risk of mammary tumors, the most common malignant tumors
in female dogs

* nearly eliminates the risk of pyometra, which otherwise would affect about 23% of intact female dogs; pyometra
kills about 1% of intact female dogs

« reduces the risk of perianal fistulas

« removes the very small risk from uterine, cervical, and ovarian tumors
On the negative side, spaying female dogs

- if done before 1 year of age, significantly increases the risk of osteosarcoma (bone cancer); this is a common
cancer in larger breeds with a poor prognosis
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e increases the risk of splenic hemangiosarcoma by a factor of 2.2 and cardiac hemangiosarcoma by a factor of greater
than five; this is a common cancer and major cause of death in some breeds

» triples the risk of hypothyroidism

* increases the risk of obesity, a common health problem in dogs with many associated health problems

e causes urinary “spay incontinence” in 4-20% of female dogs

* increases the risk of persistent or recurring urinary tract infections by a factor of 3-4

» increases the risk of recessed vulva, vaginal dermatitis, and vaginitis, especially for female dogs spayed before puberty

* doubles the small risk of urinary tract tumors

* increases the risk of orthopedic disorders

* increases the risk of adverse reactions to vaccinations

Sanborn concluded: “One thing is clear — much of the spay/neuter information that is available to the public is unbalanced and
contains claims that are exaggerated or unsupported by evidence. Rather than helping to educate pet owners, much of it has
contributed to common misunderstandings about the health risks and benefits.” It is ASDA’s opinion that these research find-
ings cast enough doubt on the practice of universal sterilization to make it inadvisable if not reckless for any level of govern-
ment to mandate spaying or neutering at this point in time. Moreover, such a mandate would expose any governing body to
substantial legal and financial liability if individual pet owners successfully claim damages based on current or future research.

Other Legal Concerns

There will be many grounds to take the City of Dallas to court if this ordinance is approved. Many will be based on the simple
fact that similar ordinances have proven to be completely counterproductive in several cities around the country, including San
Antonio, Texas. San Antonio’s rates of shelter admissions doubled in the year following enactment of a similar ordinance, as
did euthanasia rates. Thus, any lawsuit would begin on very solid legal ground: The city should have

known beyond a shadow of a doubt that there would be no possibility that these kinds of ordinances would solve the problem,
and to ignore that evidence is reckless and negligent. The jury is in on several communities that have tried this approach, and
the verdict is unanimous: They failed miserably.

We have examined Dallas zoning codes, and can see nothing that would prohibit hobby breeding of dogs. The zoning code
clearly permits residents of residentially zoned areas to make occasional sales of personal property, as long as it does not con-
stitute a business. Thus, there is no legal basis for denying breeding permits in residential

areas.

Under Section 42.002(a)(11) of the Texas Property Code, a state law defining property rights, government is expressly prohib-
ited from seizing “household pets” for any reason, including actions of eminent domain and bankruptcy.

This state law clearly prohibits the City of Dallas from seizing any pet for any reason.

The Bill of Rights in the Texas Constitution clearly states: “The people shall be secure in their persons, houses, papers and
possessions, from all unreasonable seizures or searches...,” and that a warrant shall be required in all

cases. To obtain a warrant, probable cause of a legal violation must be shown.

The Bill of Rights also is equally clear that people must be properly compensated if any level of government seizes or destroys
their property for any reason: “No person's property shall be taken, damaged or destroyed for or applied

to public use without adequate compensation being made...” Thus, under the Bill of Rights, it would appear that the City of Dal-
las would be required to compensate a dog owner for the fair market value of any dog that is seized or destroyed, as dogs are
considered to be personal property under Texas law. This issue of taking may extend farther, as a mandate to spay and neuter
also would be a taking of the value of the property, since a dog could not be used

to provide valuable stud services or raise valuable puppies. Simply put, a spayed or neutered dog is not worth as much money
as a dog that is intact. The city thus would be taking the value of this dog, and would be required by law

to provide the owner with fair compensation.

Lawyers truly would love this ordinance, all the way to the bank

Please Help Dallas Dog Owners. The American Sporting Dog Alliance is urging all of our members and supporters to offer as-
sistance to Dallas dog owners in this vital fight to preserve their fundamental rights. The proposed ordinances are slated to be
discussed at a meeting of City Council’s Quality of Life Committee on Monday, April 28. The announcement did not state the
time or place of this meeting, or if the public will be allowed to attend or participate. Trimble’s Texas Humane Legislation Net-
work, a radical animal rights group, prepared and distributed the official announcement. The American Sporting Dog Alliance
urges all Dallas residents to contact City Council members (contact information is given below) prior to this meeting. We are
supporting the efforts of two Texas groups to fight these proposed ordinances: The Responsible Pet Owners’ Alliance
(www.responsiblepetowww.respo) and The Texas Kennel Club (contact Nancy Wright at OrielPWCs@verizon.Ori).

Dog owners have retained an attorney, Zandra Anderson, to represent them before City Council. Residents of Dallas should
forward information to Ms. Wright or The American Sporting Dog Alliance, to be passed along to the attorney. She needs to
know that you are a resident of Dallas, your profession, the kinds of dogs that you own, and the events in which you partici-
pate. This information will be submitted to City Council. The American Sporting Dog Alliance also urges dog owners who do not
live in Dallas to offer their support to dog owners in that city. Please contact Ms. Wright and let her know how you can help, or
contact us at asda@csonline.asd, and we’ll pass on your information to the appropriate people.
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“Our opinion that the Purinas, Science Diets, lamd Eukaneubas of the world
are “junk food” is somewhat shocking to food nedghy..”
Quoted from The Whole Dog Journaf

All natural.
Slow-cooked for better nutrition, palatability adigestibility.
High digestibility translates into better health,
lower feeding cost & less clean-up.

Blackwood is the food choice of champions:
2004 Winning Sled Team — Alaskan Iditarod Race
2006 USA Schutzhund Champion
& 3" in World Competition
2006 World Record in Canine Disc Toss

Call to see if Blackwood would be right foryour dog:

Ron - 404.660.3765
or
Roger — 770.855.5026

* The Whole Dog Journal is a non-profit, industry magazine
that tests & rates dog foods & products and reports on dog care.
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