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We are proud our club was able to 

participate in the Meet the Breed 

event in Lawrenceville.  The Atlan-

ta Kennel Club invited us, and we 

all had a good time!  Public partici-

pation was low, but we still had 

fun!  Thanks to my wife, Ren, Car-

men Battaglia, Jim Moses, Karena 

Avila, and Hiliary & Marilyn Boretz 

for coming out and bringing their 

dogs.  Also big thanks to Justin 

Moore, Dan Picknell, and Tanya 

Jones for coming to support the 

club! 

Our next event will be Fast CAT 

and Lure Coursing at Etowah Park 

Nov. 10-12.  We are partnering with the GSDC of North Georgia and hoping for 

beautiful fall weather!  We will be setting up on Thursday, November 9th and 

we NEED VOLUNTEERS!!  Oh yea, and don’t forget to get your entries in asap! 

Stay tune for November club meeting details!  

 

Now let’s talk about the upcoming joint Christmas party with the GSDC of North 

Georgia.  Please mark your calendars for Saturday, December 9th.  The party will 

be held at Provino’s on Barrett Parkway at noon. We have a room booked and 

everyone will be able to order from their regular menu.  Please RSVP no later 

than December 1st to renlewis1@gmail.com.  For those that wish to participate in 

the gift exchange, please bring a $10-$15 wrapped gift. 

Morgan Lewis 

 

— Morgan Lewis shadowland22000@gmail.com 

Stay tune for November club meeting details!  
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Meeting Starts @ 8 pm  

For this month, more details to come. Members stay 
tune! 

 
Any questions reach out to our President Morgan 

at shadowland22000@yahoo.com  

November—Club Meeting—
Thursday  11/09/23 



The German Shepherd Dog Club of Atlanta, Inc. is a nonprofit organization char-

tered in Georgia in 1974. Our club objectives is to uphold the intents and purposes 

as stated in the Articles of Incorporation, and to conduct sanctioned and licensed 

specialty shows and all AKC events for which the Club is eligible under the rules of 

the American Kennel Club. Further, to conduct approved GSDCA-WDA events un-

der the authority, rules and regulations of the German Shepherd Dog Club of 

America Working Dog Association, Inc. 

 

In general, Our records are vague, but it seems that The German Shepherd Club of 

Atlanta was founded in the 1956 when a small group of breeders and owners inter-

ested in the German Shepherd Dog met in Atlanta Georgia. The first president was 

Mrs. Michelle Leathers Billings. Their purpose was the improvement of the breed; 

through programs and activities members learn about all aspects of the German 

Shepherd Dog, including mental and physical development; the breed standard, 

working ability, breeding, care and rearing of puppies, etc. Today, the Club’s goal is 

the same.  

 

Our club is part of the Southeast region. In total there are 9 different regions with 
about 78 registered clubs who are members of the parent club German Shepherd 
Dog Club of America (GSDCA). Each club host specialty dog shows throughout the 
year, where fanciers/exhibitors/German Shepherd lovers a like can come together 
to observe and exhibit the breed. 

Who are We?  
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Holly, Carmen, Mayor Bill Grant, Heather, Chief Merrifield , Sheldon, Morgan, 
Ren, Michele, Mindi, Cheryl, Kim, Barbara 

This past month our club in collab-
ora on with North Georgia club,  

donated $2,500 to the City of Can-
ton police department. With the 

grant from AKC of $7,500 these 
funds will go to a future K9 for the 

community to work and serve.  
 

Our club members a ended the 
city council mee ng where the 

dona ons were approved by the 
Board and then pre-
sented to Mayor Bill 
Grant and the police 

Chief Merrifield.   

Mayor Bill Grant, Heather, Chief Merrifield, Morgan 

Thank you again to all the club mem-
bers who approved the dona on and a 
big thanks to those who threaded the 

fine details together from the com-
mi ee members who kicked off the 
proposal towards approval and the 

folks who worked behind the scenes 
organizing and pu ng together the 

check presenta on to the city. 



Prior Club meeting:  

Fast Cat & Lure Coursing:  
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We had no club meeting in month 
of October since the National was 
taking place in Springfield, IL 

Dates: 11.11—11.13; .second weekend of November 
Show Chair (Fast CAT): Justin M. 
Show Chair (Lure Coursing): Morgan L. 

Volunteers:  Current schedule below.  If you want to help and haven’t confirmed, reach out and show 
up.  The more the merrier.. 

November Club meeting:  

With a large event kicking off Friday the day 
after the schedule club meeting, we’ll likely to 
use the call in option vs meeting in person.  
Ren our Secretary will email all current mem-
bers the phone details to call in. Be on the look 
out! 



With the weather cooling off and things back to normal, we should begin these ac vi es as 
o en as possible.   
 
There is no ques on the love of Dogs has grown in our country especially during the pan-
demic and young adults seemingly deciding to 
put off children later in life than they have had 
historically.  This shi  allows our club and our 
efforts to advocate for well-bred dogs, specifi-
cally the German Shepherd Dog, to get in the 
middle of the conversa on.   
 
Coming together is great for socializa on for 
both the owner and dog.  But it’s a great oppor-
tunity the club can provide without being for-
mal for dogs to learn & build on how to behave 
in the community.  What’s exci ng as well is the 
trac on these get togethers can 
have.  
 
Our very first offer to the club for a 
meet-up was just Dan and I, but by 
the third me around we had 9 peo-
ple and 7 dogs.  Who consisted of 
members and nonmembers and 
their GSD’s.  Plus, a sweet mas ff 
who was an honorary GSD for the 
day.  



What’s exci ng and tru-
ly a benefit to our club 
is our members are 
from all over the Atlan-
ta area: north, east, 
south, west.  It provides 
opportuni es for get-
togethers easily 
through member sup-
port. 
 

 We should all consider where we 
can help start this trend by throw-
ing out an event to the members 
and get it on the calendar.    
Since these meet ups are infor-
mal, there is no major planning 
but a place and me. Plus, with 
possible different availability 
(weekdays vs weekends), this can 
allow meet ups to fit anyone’s 
schedule.   
 

Our mee ng in September, we had a new guest, Lind-
sey. She recently welcomed a new dog to her family, 
Raiden and was looking to meet GSD folks and learn 

about GSDs.  These are the most common requests from guests at mee ngs and folks 
who follow our Facebook group. The community needs a club like ours to be that sup-
port system.   
 
GSD is a lifestyle and a member of the family who is like no other.  Our experience as 
breeders, owners, and breed-advocate should have us all asking, where can we give our-
selves to create a community like no other here within GSDC of Atlanta. 
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@Members—let Joye know if you’re having 
puppies, planning a litter, or have a dog you 

want to place 
 

@Prospective— feel free to reach out to Joye if 
you are looking for a GSD or have additional 
questions. More details can be found on our 

website at the following location:  
https://www.gsdcatlanta.org/whelpingbox.php 

Our newsle ers and website offer ad-
ver sing opportuni es at affordable 

costs. 
These outlets are a great way to con-

nect with a larger audience from an es-
tablished source. 

If you and/or your business is interest-
ed in adver sing possibili es, feel free 

to reach out.  

“Find yourself a mentor and 
then listen” 

Phone: (404) 391-1490  
Joye E. 

Funs, friends and dogs...what more can you 
ask for! 

We are like minded individuals that have 
great pride and respect for this breed.  

 



Bila will bend over backwards to 
please her handler but she is not a 
pushover. She can be a li le stub-
born at mes. She loves to cuddle.  

Balou is a pre y dog that wants 
affec on but not in her space. 

Watch your hands when playing 
ball.  

Berit will be protec ve and is also a 
bit stubborn. Her light-colored eyes 

are mysterious.  

Boss will bite (and destroy) anything 
to do with water but she doesn't 
care for the rain.  

I have several nice female German Shepherd dogs looking for a loving forever home. They are AKC 
registered, micro chipped and vaccinated. They are just over 2 years old are about 45-50 lbs and have 

some basic obedience. (Obedience is a must at my house) They have excellent food drive and good 
ball drive. These dogs can be used for compe on personal protec on or companion dogs. They are 

high energy and need an ac ve home with a lot of space. Some are not good with other dogs and 
some are not so sure about small children. Warran es include OFA hips and elbows. Buy back guar-

antee only for our dogs. We are not a rescue group or shelter.  

For more informa on please visit  
h ps://www.vonderraeuberbande.com/for-sale 

 



The Atlanta Kennel club hosted 
an all-weekend event that in-
cluded matches, health screen-
ing, and MEET THE BREED!  
GSDC of Atlanta was asked to 
par cipate to present the Ger-
man Shepherd Dog and 
our members stepped up 
to represent. 
 
These interac ve “get to 
know” events happen 
across the country all year 
around.  The biggest one 
that comes to mind is the 
one in Orlando, FL during 
the big year end show by 
Royal Canin.  
 
There are rows a er rows 
of almost every breed out 
there, with many of the 
booths and volunteers dressed & 
set up to represent the country of 
origin of the breed. This is not only 
fun but provides an opportunity 
for families who are truly interest-
ed in a breed to find out more 
firsthand in a fun friendly environ-
ment.  Con nued next page... 



In prepara on, Carmen was able to hook up the club with tons of great material 
handouts from AKC to pass out for this and future events.  Plus, Ren ordered the 
final version of the club’s new brochure! I will admit I am biased, but the brochure 
looks amazing!   
 
Even though the event was 
low key, our members s ll 
showed up with their dogs and offered their me.  Our con nued involvement in 
these types of events truly makes us relevant and irreplaceable in our community.   

 

With many other breeders and kennel clubs for GSDs 
out there locally and online, we need to be physically 
out in the community to show that GSDC of Atlanta is 
here for all things German Shepherd.  



Leaves are changing  
By: Justin M 

From green to brown 
Falling slowly to the ground  
We know a change is on the cusp,  
feeling the air with new hope, a new 
song.   
With each new litter of puppies’ whelp  
And their soon to be discovered story 
The same anticipation is felt which cannot 
be help. 
We love them and give them what they 
need, 
While still with an unbiased eye see them 
as they may be 
To new hope, to new dreams 
I cannot wait, I’m bursting at the seams 

Our progress 
By: Justin M 

My two and half year adult girl is as playful and silly just as she was 
when she was a puppy but it is time to really hone in our training and 

title game. 
 

We limited intense sports/exercises for the first two years since we 
were being mindful of her still growing. Now my main goal, this up-

coming year, is to practice and test for both the HT and PT.  
She has been in the pin several times now and she’s a natural, easy 

with sheep and stays engaged consistently. What we need to practice and fine tune is our recall (for the 
HT) and then control movement of stopping and holding (for the PT). This is my ultimate goal for her 

to pass each test and add those earned titles!  
 

Now knowing these are points to work on, we’ll begin practicing on focus and obedience. I have start-
ed back up again and dusted off our rally training and plan to use this as the foundation for the control 
and obedience I am looking for. And who knows, maybe we can improve enough where we can trial 

for Rally and add another title.  



Forequarters 
The shoulder blades are long and obliquely angled, laid on flat and not placed forward. The upper 
arm joins the shoulder blade at about a right angle. Both the upper arm and the shoulder blade are 
well muscled. The forelegs, viewed from all sides, are straight and the bone oval rather than round. 

The pasterns are strong and springy and angulated at 
approximately a 25-degree angle from the vertical. Dew-
claws on the forelegs may be removed, but are normally 
left on. 
 
The feet are short, compact with toes well arched, pads 
thick and firm, nails short and dark. 

A look into breed standard: 
 
Viewed from the side, this part of the standard describes 
in detail what to look for and how to compare a dog to 
the ideal structure. 
 
During an individual examina on in conforma on compe-

on, judges ini al evalua on is the visual appearance of 
how the front structure is put together. Then they physi-
cally examine the dog to get further insight of its built. 



Despite opposi on from respon-
sible pet owners, on October 10, 
2023, the Floyd County, Georgia, 
County Commission enacted 
changes to the county animal 
ordinance that make it “unlawful 
for any person to own, keep, or 
be in possession of a sexually 
mature dog or cat which has not 
been spayed or neutered, unless 
otherwise exempt from this re-
quirement hereunder.” Prior to 
enactment, the ordi-
nance was amended to 
include exemp ons for 
show, spor ng, and 
hun ng dogs. 
Per a copy of the ordinance pro-
vided this week by county staff 
to the American Kennel Club 
(AKC), spay or neuter is not re-
quired if: 
The owner provides documenta-

on signed by a licensed veteri-
narian that an animal is current-
ly unable to be safely altered 
due to health concerns. Such 
provision shall require the docu-
menta on to include an es mat-
ed meframe in which the ani-
mal should be medically sound 
for altera on, if said licensed 
veterinarian is reasonably able 
to make such a determina on. 
The owner is a registered and 
licensed Georgia Pet Dealer 

through the Georgia Depart-
ment of Agriculture and the ani-
mal in ques on is kept for pur-
poses of Commercial Breeding. 
The animal is deemed to be a 
Working Dog as defined in this 
Chapter. 
The defini on of “Working Dog” 
was amended to provide for cer-
tain addi onal exemp ons. As 
enacted, “Working Dog” is de-
fined as: “a dog suitable by size, 

breeding, or training for useful 
work (such as dra , herding, 
show, spor ng and hun ng) es-
pecially as dis nguished from 
one suitable primarily for a pet; 
and is trained for and employed 
in meaningful work. The require-
ments for this defini on are not 
met by the animal simply pos-
sessing common canine traits or 
characteris cs.” 
Microchipping of sexually ma-
ture pets is required unless the 
owner provides documenta on 
signed by a veterinarian that the 
animal is currently unable to be 
microchipped due to health con-
cerns. 
A WGRA news story reported, 

“[County Manager Jamie] 
McCord noted that this is a sec-
ondary ordinance, which means 
animal control is not going to be 
ac vely searching for unaltered 
pets. ‘It will not be surveying 
proper es looking for these 
problems,’ he said. ‘It will be a 
secondary enforcement a er an-
other issue is iden fied.’” 
However, the copy of the ordi-
nance provided to AKC does not 

define nor provide for 
“secondary enforce-
ment.” 
View AKC’s most re-
cent legisla ve alert on 

this issue that discusses the in-
effec veness of and canine 
health concerns associated with 
mandated spay/neuter. 
AKC Government Rela ons (AKC 
GR) thanks dog owners, club 
members, the Georgia Canine 
Coali on, and members of 
sportsmen’s groups for con-
tac ng county commissioners 
and a ending the commission 
mee ng. 
For addi onal informa on, con-
tact AKC GR at doglaw@akc.org. 

Floyd Co., GA: Spay/Neuter Law Passes with Certain 
Addi onal Exemp ons 

h ps://www.akc.org/legisla ve-alerts/floyd-co-ga-spay-neuter-law-passes-certain-addi onal-exemp ons/ 



Just around the corner... 
Check out the events taking place in Georgia on the next page. 
Make note of closing date as they are generally week(s) before 

event date. Please plan ahead. 
  Find out more by going directly to AKC— 

https://webapps.akc.org/event-search/#/search 
.  You can use the Event Search feature and pull up all AKC 

schedule events over the US. 



Name Event Type City Start Date Closing Date 
Pembroke Welsh Corgi Club of Greater Atlanta, Inc Fast CAT Senoia 3-Nov-23 25-Oct-23 
Pembroke Welsh Corgi Club of Greater Atlanta, Inc Fast CAT Senoia 3-Nov-23 25-Oct-23 
North Georgia All Breed Herding Dog Associa on Herding Tests & Trials Watkinsville 4-Nov-23 20-Oct-23 
Pembroke Welsh Corgi Club of Greater Atlanta, Inc Fast CAT Senoia 4-Nov-23 25-Oct-23 
North Georgia All Breed Herding Dog Associa on Herding Tests & Trials Watkinsville 4-Nov-23 20-Oct-23 
Shetland Sheepdog Club of Georgia, Inc. Farm Dog Cer fica on Stone Mountain 4-Nov-23 25-Oct-23 
Shetland Sheepdog Club of Georgia, Inc. Farm Dog Cer fica on Stone Mountain 4-Nov-23 25-Oct-23 
Pembroke Welsh Corgi Club of Greater Atlanta, Inc Fast CAT Senoia 4-Nov-23 25-Oct-23 
Pembroke Welsh Corgi Club of Greater Atlanta, Inc Fast CAT Senoia 5-Nov-23 25-Oct-23 
North Georgia All Breed Herding Dog Associa on Herding Tests & Trials Watkinsville 5-Nov-23 20-Oct-23 
Pembroke Welsh Corgi Club of Greater Atlanta, Inc Fast CAT Senoia 5-Nov-23 25-Oct-23 
North Georgia All Breed Herding Dog Associa on Herding Tests & Trials Watkinsville 5-Nov-23 20-Oct-23 
German Shepherd Dog Club of Atlanta Coursing Ability Tests Canton 10-Nov-23 1-Nov-23 
German Shepherd Dog Club of Atlanta Fast CAT Canton 10-Nov-23 1-Nov-23 
Atlanta Obedience Club, Inc. Agility Talking Rock 10-Nov-23 27-Oct-23 
German Shepherd Dog Club of Atlanta Coursing Ability Tests Canton 10-Nov-23 1-Nov-23 
German Shepherd Dog Club of Atlanta Fast CAT Canton 10-Nov-23 1-Nov-23 
German Shepherd Dog Club of Atlanta Fast CAT Canton 11-Nov-23 1-Nov-23 
Atlanta Obedience Club, Inc. Agility Talking Rock 11-Nov-23 27-Oct-23 
German Shepherd Dog Club of Atlanta Coursing Ability Tests Canton 11-Nov-23 1-Nov-23 
German Shepherd Dog Club of Atlanta Coursing Ability Tests Canton 11-Nov-23 1-Nov-23 
German Shepherd Dog Club of Atlanta Fast CAT Canton 11-Nov-23 1-Nov-23 
German Shepherd Dog Club of Atlanta Fast CAT Canton 12-Nov-23 1-Nov-23 
German Shepherd Dog Club of Atlanta Fast CAT Canton 12-Nov-23 1-Nov-23 
Atlanta Obedience Club, Inc. Agility Talking Rock 12-Nov-23 29-Oct-23 
German Shepherd Dog Club of Atlanta Coursing Ability Tests Canton 12-Nov-23 1-Nov-23 
German Shepherd Dog Club of Atlanta Coursing Ability Tests Canton 12-Nov-23 1-Nov-23 



Name Event Type City Start Date Closing Date 
Metropolitan Atlanta Whippet Associa on Fast CAT Hull 17-Nov-23 3-Nov-23 
Metropolitan Atlanta Whippet Associa on Fast CAT Hull 17-Nov-23 3-Nov-23 
Atlanta Obedience Club, Inc. Obedience Norcross 18-Nov-23 1-Nov-23 
Metropolitan Atlanta Whippet Associa on Fast CAT Hull 18-Nov-23 3-Nov-23 
Atlanta Obedience Club, Inc. Obedience Norcross 18-Nov-23 1-Nov-23 
Metropolitan Atlanta Whippet Associa on Fast CAT Hull 18-Nov-23 3-Nov-23 
Metropolitan Atlanta Whippet Associa on Fast CAT Hull 19-Nov-23 3-Nov-23 
Atlanta Obedience Club, Inc. Obedience Norcross 19-Nov-23 1-Nov-23 
Atlanta Obedience Club, Inc. Obedience Norcross 19-Nov-23 1-Nov-23 
Metropolitan Atlanta Whippet Associa on Fast CAT Hull 19-Nov-23 3-Nov-23 
Mas ff Club of America, Inc. Fast CAT Perry 20-Nov-23 20-Nov-23 
Savannah Kennel Club Fast CAT Perry 28-Nov-23 18-Nov-23 
Savannah Kennel Club Fast CAT Perry 28-Nov-23 18-Nov-23 
Savannah Kennel Club All- Breed and Group Perry 28-Nov-23 8-Nov-23 
Savannah Kennel Club JSHW Perry 28-Nov-23 8-Nov-23 
Savannah Kennel Club Coursing Ability Tests Perry 28-Nov-23 18-Nov-23 
Savannah Kennel Club Coursing Ability Tests Perry 28-Nov-23 18-Nov-23 
Savannah Kennel Club Fast CAT Perry 29-Nov-23 18-Nov-23 
Savannah Kennel Club Fast CAT Perry 29-Nov-23 18-Nov-23 
Savannah Kennel Club Coursing Ability Tests Perry 29-Nov-23 18-Nov-23 
Savannah Kennel Club Coursing Ability Tests Perry 29-Nov-23 18-Nov-23 
Savannah Kennel Club All- Breed and Group Perry 29-Nov-23 8-Nov-23 
Savannah Kennel Club Junior Conforma on Perry 29-Nov-23 8-Nov-23 
Kennesaw Kennel Club Fast CAT Perry 30-Nov-23 18-Nov-23 
Kennesaw Kennel Club Fast CAT Perry 30-Nov-23 18-Nov-23 
Savannah Kennel Club Coursing Ability Tests Perry 30-Nov-23 18-Nov-23 
Savannah Kennel Club Coursing Ability Tests Perry 30-Nov-23 18-Nov-23 



German Shepherd Dog Club of America 

The German Shepherd Dog Club of America, Inc., 
also known as the Parent Club by breed enthusiasts, 
was formed in 1913 & incorporated February 7, 1916. 

The purposes for which the Corporation was formed 
are listed below: 
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We highly recommend Membership with our Parent club.   
 

It puts you right in the mix of what’s happening in the world of GSD’s.   
 

Multiple membership options are available: Single, Family, Juniors. Dues/payments are 
required for Singe & Family membership but not for Juniors.  Also, there are additional 
requirements for memberships which can be viewed directly on parent club’s website or 

can be reviewed on the last page of this newsletter from parent's club application. 
https://www.gsdca.org/application-and-info/  

1) To promote the breeding of the German Shepherd Dog; 
 
2) To define precisely and publish defini on of the true type, and to urge the adop on of such types on 
    breeders, judges, dog show commi ees, etc., as the only recognized and unvarying standard by which 
    the German Shepherd Dog is to be judged, and which may in the future be uniformly accepted as the 
    sole standard of excellence in breeding and awarding prizes of merit; 
 
3) To do all in its power to protect and advance the interests of the breed by offering prizes, suppor ng 
    certain shows, encouraging the development of working quali es and taking any other steps that may 
    seem advisable; 
 
4) To promote its most conspicuous characteris cs as Police Dog, War Dog, Red Cross Dog, and Herding 
     Dog, and; 
 
5) To encourage therefore all trial and demonstra ons in which those quali es may be shown, so as to 
    interest the public generally, but especially the police and other municipal organiza ons in our ideals. 



Hope you enjoy this months newsletter! 

Details or questions can be sent to our group email: gsdcofatlanta@gmail.com 

We encourage participation and become engaged with the GSD community here and nationally.  Feel 

free to reach out if you have any questions. 

- Justin  

President 

Morgan L 

Past President 

*vacant* 

Vice President 

John C 

Treasurer 

Sara W 

Newsletter 

Justin M 

 

 

Secretary 

Ren L 

Member at Large 

Karena A 

Member At Large 

Mindi C 

Membership Details: 

Local & Na onal club 
applica on on last pages 

Stud Ad’s: 

6 club dogs, next pages 




















