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The German Shepherd Dog Club of Atlanta, Inc. is a nonprofit organization char-

tered in Georgia in 1974. Our club objectives is to uphold the intents and purposes 

as stated in the Articles of Incorporation, and to conduct sanctioned and licensed 

specialty shows and all AKC events for which the Club is eligible under the rules of 

the American Kennel Club. Further, to conduct approved GSDCA-WDA events un-

der the authority, rules and regulations of the German Shepherd Dog Club of 

America Working Dog Association, Inc. 

 

In general, Our records are vague, but it seems that The German Shepherd Club of 

Atlanta was founded in the 1956 when a small group of breeders and owners inter-

ested in the German Shepherd Dog met in Atlanta Georgia. The first president was 

Mrs. Michelle Leathers Billings. Their purpose was the improvement of the breed; 

through programs and activities members learn about all aspects of the German 

Shepherd Dog, including mental and physical development; the breed standard, 

working ability, breeding, care and rearing of puppies, etc. Today, the Club’s goal is 

the same.  

 

Our club is part of the Southeast region. In total there are 9 different regions with 
about 78 registered clubs who are members of the parent club German Shepherd 
Dog Club of America (GSDCA). Each club host specialty dog shows throughout the 
year, where fanciers/exhibitors/German Shepherd lovers a like can come together 
to observe and exhibit the breed. 

Who are We?  
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Happy New Year, hope everyone had a great 

Christmas and New Year.  

  

We are gearing up for Specialty Shows in 

April.  Both judges signed and returned their con-

tracts.  Please expect emails from Ren & Tanya re-

questing Trophy/Prize Donations and asking you 

to volunteer.  Please offer your assistance so the 

same people don’t have to do the work each 

year.  Below is a recap of the shows: 

  

Friday PM, April 19               NGA              Carmen Battaglia 

Saturday AM, April 20          NGA               Randy Darnell 

Saturday PM, April 20           ATL                Ellen Migliore 

Sunday AM, April 21             ATL                Ken Rayner                             

  

Our spring Fast CAT, etc. events are in the planning stages with GSDC of North Geor-

gia.  Preliminary dates are May 3-5 at Etowah Park.  We are looking at offering Fast 

CAT, Lure Coursing, CGC, and possible Rally (virtual) and Obedience (virtual).  Stay 

tuned! 

  

Ren and I had a great holiday season with family & friends.  We also had a couple of 

adorable pups stay with us which made for some early mornings & late nights, but it 

was well worth the trouble.  Nothing like having 

puppies in the house again! 

  

Wishing each of you a great 2024!! 

  

Morgan 



Members - 

We’ll be having the next meeting by phone. With it getting dark earlier this 
time of the year, this will help more of us gather safely to go over all im-

portant items for the new year. 

The Club will email members with the call-in details prior to Thursday. Please 
keep an eye out for that email. Let us know if you have any questions. 

Call –In 

Next Club Meeting 
January 

Thursday  01/11/2024 
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Prior Club meeting:  
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November Club Meeting was held by 
phone for members on 11.9.2023. Top-
ics of discussion are listed below.  

· Went over weekend plans for Fast 
Cat & CAT events  

· Shout out & recognition received 
for club’s Newsletter at the National 

· April 2024 shows: Judges Review & 
Show Chair Volunteer request 

· Christmas party reminder 

· To continue the call-in option and 
how it should be offered. 

Associate Membership 

· Kathy Van Brackle  

New Membership  

Applications:  

(a) ACTIVE MEMBERS shall be individuals who 
subscribe to the club objectives and who have met 
the requirements of Bylaws. They are eligible to ex-
ercise all the privileges of membership with the ex-
ception of holding a Board of Directors position 
until those requirements have been meet. 

(b) ASSOCIATE MEMBERS shall be individuals 
who subscribe to the objectives of the club, but 
because of their place of  

residence, cannot attend meetings or take part in 
club activities. They shall not be eligible to vote or 
hold office.  

Extract/Summary of 

Bylaws– Article II, Section 1: 

Updated Rooster 

2024:  
With a new year, comes a new rooster.  
Our website has a member’s only sec-
tion, where current/past roosters are ar-
chived. Please make note of this year’s 
current list for your reference. 

No club meeting in December 

Fit Dog Club 

As previously mentioned, GSDC of Atlanta 
can hold group walks/hikes and have 
been approved as an AKC FIT DOG club.  

A banner will be designed and send for 
production by AKC for our club.  

Let’s get some cool photos with it soon! 

2024 Show Committee 

· Show Chair: Ren Lewis 

· Co-Show Chair: Tanya Jones 

· Show Secretary: Valerie Harrington 

Show applications have been completed & 
submitted. 

Location: Etowah River Park, Canton GA 

April 19-20 (Friday-Sunday) 



@Members—let Joye know if you’re having 
puppies, planning a litter, or have a dog you 

want to place 
 

@Prospective— feel free to reach out to Joye if 
you are looking for a GSD or have additional 
questions. More details can be found on our 

website at the following location:  
https://www.gsdcatlanta.org/whelpingbox.php 

Our newsleƩers and website offer ad‐
verƟsing opportuniƟes at affordable 

costs. 
These outlets are a great way to con‐
nect with a larger audience from an es‐

tablished source. 
If you and/or your business is interest‐
ed in adverƟsing possibiliƟes, feel free 

to reach out.  

“Find yourself a mentor and 
then listen” 

Phone: (404) 391-1490  
Joye E. 

Funs, friends and dogs...what more can you 
ask for! 

We are like minded individuals that have 
great pride and respect for this breed.  
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hƩps://www.votervoice.net/AKC/BlogPosts/5718?
ĩclid=IwAR0B9sY8zQ5QwHtLYKdspAPtIQ3yHZUIfRcCqsM_YFQrnYo8U
yimp2Ia5QM 

It’s only a few days into the new year, but across the country, 46 states and Congress are preparing to convene or have 
started meeƟng. City and County lawmakers are also ramping up their legislaƟve agendas for 2024.  And already, there 

are many severe threats facing dog owners and enthusiasts: 

* Forsyth County, Georgia, is seeking to regulate the sale of a puppy from even one liƩer of puppies.  
* The U.S. Congress is due to pass “Farm Bill” funding authorizaƟon for the U.S. Department of Agriculture and all its programming (The meas‐

ure was originally scheduled for 2023, but congressional delays mean it is likely to be considered in early 2024.). Because USDA is reauthor‐
ized only once every five years, anƟ-breeder groups typically seek to add language from anƟ-breeder bills to this must-past legisla‐
Ɵon.  ProblemaƟc target bills this year include the Puppy ProtecƟon Act (H.R. 1624) and Goldie’s Act (H.R. 1788), which would establish 
problemaƟc one size fits all restricƟons on dog breeding and allow for federal inspectors to immediate seize and euthanize dogs for con‐
cerns including “psychological harm”, a term not defined in the bill.  

* Also in Congress, the “BeƩer CARE for Animals Act” (H.R. 5041/S. 2555) could remove current licensing excepƟons – including excepƟons for 
hobby breeders in the federal Animal Welfare Act (AWA) –and circumvent U.S. Department of Agriculture oversight of dog breeding. In‐
stead, it would allow the U.S. Department of JusƟce to file charges, seize animals and impose penalƟes –regardless of whether animal ex‐
perts at USDA have determined or even alleged that there has been a violaƟon of the AWA. 

Outreach to policymakers before a major issue arises is the best way to avoid future bad legislaƟon that will impact you. And, with the resources 
and tools we provide, it’s easy to do.  

It is crucial that clubs, dog owners, exhibitors, and breeders take the opportunity NOW to learn what you can do to advocate for your dogs and 
contact lawmakers BEFORE bad legislaƟon (or addiƟonal bad legislaƟon) that directly affects you is introduced.  

Here are a few steps you can take that will help you and your clubs be the most effecƟve advocates for your dogs in the coming year: 

Introduce Yourself 
You as dog owners, breeders, handlers, and club members are the experts 

when it comes your dogs – and you are consƟtuents who live in the local com‐
munity and will be directly impacted by proposals passed regarding dogs.   Yet 
many lawmakers may not be aware of clubs and breeders in their area.  In the 

AKC LegislaƟve AcƟon Center toolbox, you will find introducƟon leƩers 
for individuals and clubs that you can personalize to let lawmakers know that 

you are consƟtuents and local experts.   

Make Sure You are Receiving AKC GR’s CommunicaƟons – and Know 
What to Do When You Get Them  

One of the most crucial things you can do is take acƟon when you receive an 
alert about a proposal that will impact you.  Throughout the year, AKC Govern‐
ment RelaƟons will be issuing a number of alerts, informaƟonal updates, and 
other communicaƟons to keep you informed.  Please be sure AKC GR has the 
most up-to-date contact informaƟon for your club’s LegislaƟve Liaison (LL) so 
your LL can quickly receive the informaƟon and share it with all club members 
and contacts. You can contact AKC GR at doglaw@akc.org with quesƟons and 

updates.  
We also recommend that you regularly check the AKC LegislaƟve AcƟon Center 
at www.akcgr.org for Ɵmely, criƟcal updates.  As a refresher, we encourage 
you to review our printable handout to help understand AKC Government Re‐

laƟons communicaƟons. 
Also ensure you are signed up for our monthly Taking Com-

mand newsleƩer that provides legislaƟve updates as well as arƟcles on advo‐
cacy and outreach throughout the country and the latest resources we are 

offering to help you communicate on behalf of dogs. 

Refresh Yourself on the LegislaƟve Process  
On the state and federal levels, it takes several steps in order for a bill to be‐
come a law.  It’s important to stay engaged through the enƟre process or unƟl 
the bill stops moving forward.  Taking acƟon in the first commiƩee hearing is 
essenƟal – but the work doesn’t stop there! Review our updated handout on 
how a bill becomes a law to remind yourself and your fellow dog owners of 
the many opportuniƟes for engagement throughout the legislaƟve process.  

Share AKC Resources When Bills Arise  
As menƟoned above, it is essenƟal that lawmakers hear from consƟtuents in 
their community. Lawmakers care most about the people who live in their 
communiƟes and who can impact whether they will be re-elected. However, 
AKC GR is here to help and be a resource for you. AKC GR is conƟnuously up‐
daƟng our LegislaƟve AcƟon Center (www.akcgr.org) with new resources you 
can share with lawmakers.  We especially encourage you to check out the Key 
Issues tab on the website, which has printable handouts, talking points, model 
legislaƟon, and policy informaƟon to help you communicate effecƟvely on a 

broad range of canine legislaƟve issues.  

Contact AKC GR 
If you hear of an issue in your region, reach out to us!  We have experts 
throughout the country working on your behalf and ready to partner with 

you.  Email us at doglaw@akc.org and be sure to include what state/
community you are contacƟng us about so that we can quickly get you in 

touch with the appropriate member of our GR staff.   
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Bila [Bee-la] is looking for a loving forever 
home.  

 
She is AKC registered, micro chipped and vac‐
cinated. She is 2.5 years old and about 45-50 
lbs with some basic obedience. (Obedience is 
a must at my house) She has excellent food 
drive and good ball drive. She can be used for 
compeƟƟon or companion dogs. Bila has a 
lot of energy and needs an acƟve home with 
a lot of space. Unfortunately, Bila is not good 
with other dogs and needs more socializaƟon 
with small children. Bila will bend over back‐
wards to please her handler but she is not a 
pushover. She can be a liƩle stubborn at 

Ɵmes. She loves to cuddle. 
 

WarranƟes include OFA hips and elbows. Buy 
back guarantee only for our dogs. We are not 

a rescue group or shelter.  

For more informaƟon please visit  
hƩps://www.vonderraeuberbande.com/for-sale 
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We hoped everyone had an amazing 
Christmas and New Year 

  
Members from North Georgia and 
Atlanta clubs Christmas party.   
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Some of our members have liƩle puppy paws 
running around their homes this year.  With cute 
puppy kisses and puppy Ɵme, it comes with well 
needed socializaƟon opportuniƟes.  For all pup‐
pies, it’s very important to introduce them to 
new experiences and surroundings.  With Ger‐
man Shepherd puppies, who breed type is a nat‐
urally aloof characterisƟc, it becomes imperaƟve 
to set them on the right track of a well behaved 

and confident dog.   
I want to thank our club members who are rich 
with support, helping those out on how/where 

to bring a puppy to.  
Two of these puppies are liƩer mates (Hank and 
Ice Man) and one is about two weeks older & 

from a different liƩer (Mani).   
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I am a German Shepherd puppy 
Just starting my career.  
I find it very funny, The things I see 
and hear. 
The rings are just gigantic,  
As far as I can see.  
I get to run my fastest,  
At speeds over 103.  

I often look behind me,  
My handler is tiring fast.  
Sometime it looks doubtful,  
If the poor sole will last.  
It must be hard for handlers,  
To run at such a pace.  
I find it very funny,  
To see their red face.  
The judge has now said halt,  
Darn good thing I think.  
My handler is getting sweaty,  
He's giving off a stink.  

Oh no, here comes the awful part,  
What I go through to be a star 
Hey wait just a minute,  
My legs don't stretch that far.  
My handler grabs my mouth,  
Yanks it open for all to see.  
The judge is counting teeth,  
Didn't nobody ask me.  

SHOW DAY  
by Carol Kufner 
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July2006 GSDC of Atlanta 

Oh look, I see my Mom,  
She's jumping up and down. 
The judge looked at mom,  
With a very horrible frown. 

Now we are running around again,  
The judge has yelled slow.  
My mom called my name,  
But now where did she go.  
I run my little heart out,  
Everytime I hear my name.  
But everytime I get there,  
She's gone and moved again.  

The judge has made his choices,  
Horray, he pointed to me.  
Can I please have my rosette,  
I have to go out and pee.  

The show is now all over,  
I really did my best.  
My handler is going home, he said,  
He really needs a rest.  
The rosette is on the mantle,  
My head's on Mom's lap.  
I know I made her happy to-day,  
Now I'm going to take a nap  



Head 

The head is noble, cleanly chiseled, strong 
without coarseness, but above all not fine, 
and in proportion to the body. The head of 
the male is distinctly masculine, and that of 
the bitch distinctly 
feminine. 
 
The expression keen, 
intelligent and com-
posed. Eyes of medi-
um size, almond 
shaped, set a little 
obliquely and not 
protruding. The col-
or is as dark as pos-
sible.  
 
Ears are moderately pointed, in proportion to 
the skull, open toward the front, and carried 
erect when at attention, the ideal carriage 
being one in which the center lines of the 
ears, viewed from the front, are parallel to 
each other and perpendicular to the ground. 
A dog with cropped or hanging ears must be 
disqualified. 
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Seen from the front the forehead is only moder-
ately arched, and the skull slopes into the long, 
wedge-shaped muzzle without abrupt stop. The 
muzzle is long and strong, and its topline is par-
allel to the topline of the skull.  

 
Nose black. A dog with 
a nose that is not pre-
dominantly black must 
be disqualified.  
The lips are firmly fit-
ted.  
 
Jaws are strongly de-
veloped. Teeth –42 in 

number–20 upper and 22 lower–are strongly de-
veloped and meet in a scissors bite in which part 
of the inner surface of the upper incisors meet 
and engage part of the outer surface of the lower 
incisors. An overshot jaw or a level bite is unde-
sirable. An undershot jaw is a disqualifying fault. 
Complete dentition is to be preferred. Any miss-
ing teeth other than first premolars is a serious 
fault. 



Just around the corner... 
Check out the events taking place in Georgia on the next page. 
Make note of closing dates, as they’re generally weeks before 

actual event date. Please plan ahead. 
  Find out more by going directly to AKC— 

https://webapps.akc.org/event-search/#/search 
.  You can use the Event Search feature and pull up all AKC 

schedule events over the US. 
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Name Event Type City State Start day Start Date Closing Date 
Augusta Kennel Club, Inc. Obedience Appling GA Saturday 13-Jan-24 27-Dec-23 
Atlanta Obedience Club, Inc. Obedience Norcross GA Saturday 13-Jan-24 27-Dec-23 
Atlanta Obedience Club, Inc. Obedience Norcross GA Saturday 13-Jan-24 27-Dec-23 
Augusta Kennel Club, Inc. Obedience Appling GA Sunday 14-Jan-24 27-Dec-23 
Atlanta Obedience Club, Inc. Obedience Norcross GA Sunday 14-Jan-24 27-Dec-23 
Atlanta Obedience Club, Inc. Obedience Norcross GA Sunday 14-Jan-24 27-Dec-23 
Atlanta Obedience Club, Inc. Agility Talking Rock GA Friday 19-Jan-24 5-Jan-24 
Atlanta Obedience Club, Inc. Agility Talking Rock GA Saturday 20-Jan-24 5-Jan-24 
ChaƩahoochee English Springer Spaniel 
Club of Greater Atlanta Rally Lawrenceville GA Saturday 20-Jan-24 3-Jan-24 
Atlanta Obedience Club, Inc. Agility Talking Rock GA Sunday 21-Jan-24 5-Jan-24 
ChaƩahoochee English Springer Spaniel 
Club of Greater Atlanta Rally Lawrenceville GA Sunday 21-Jan-24 3-Jan-24 
Griffin Georgia Kennel Club Rally Atlanta GA Thursday 1-Feb-24 17-Jan-24 
Griffin Georgia Kennel Club Obedience Atlanta GA Thursday 1-Feb-24 17-Jan-24 
Griffin Georgia Kennel Club All Breed Atlanta GA Thursday 1-Feb-24 17-Jan-24 
Griffin Georgia Kennel Club Junior Showmanship Atlanta GA Thursday 1-Feb-24 17-Jan-24 
Griffin Georgia Kennel Club BPUP Atlanta GA Thursday 1-Feb-24 17-Jan-24 
Griffin Georgia Kennel Club Obedience Atlanta GA Friday 2-Feb-24 17-Jan-24 
Griffin Georgia Kennel Club All Breed Atlanta GA Friday 2-Feb-24 17-Jan-24 
Griffin Georgia Kennel Club Junior Showmanship Atlanta GA Friday 2-Feb-24 17-Jan-24 
Griffin Georgia Kennel Club BPUP Atlanta GA Friday 2-Feb-24 17-Jan-24 
Griffin Georgia Kennel Club Rally Atlanta GA Friday 2-Feb-24 17-Jan-24 
Conyers Kennel Club of Georgia Rally Atlanta GA Saturday 3-Feb-24 17-Jan-24 
Conyers Kennel Club of Georgia Obedience Atlanta GA Saturday 3-Feb-24 17-Jan-24 
Conyers Kennel Club of Georgia All Breed Atlanta GA Saturday 3-Feb-24 17-Jan-24 
Conyers Kennel Club of Georgia Junior Showmanship Atlanta GA Saturday 3-Feb-24 17-Jan-24 
Conyers Kennel Club of Georgia Obedience Atlanta GA Sunday 4-Feb-24 17-Jan-24 
Conyers Kennel Club of Georgia All Breed Atlanta GA Sunday 4-Feb-24 17-Jan-24 
Conyers Kennel Club of Georgia Junior Showmanship Atlanta GA Sunday 4-Feb-24 17-Jan-24 
Conyers Kennel Club of Georgia Rally Atlanta GA Sunday 4-Feb-24 17-Jan-24 
Four Paw Agility Club of North Georgia Obedience MarieƩa GA Saturday 10-Feb-24 24-Jan-24 
Four Paw Agility Club of North Georgia Obedience MarieƩa GA Saturday 10-Feb-24 24-Jan-24 
Four Paw Agility Club of North Georgia Obedience MarieƩa GA Sunday 11-Feb-24 24-Jan-24 
Four Paw Agility Club of North Georgia Obedience MarieƩa GA Sunday 11-Feb-24 24-Jan-24 
Atlanta Obedience Club, Inc. Rally Norcross GA Saturday 17-Feb-24 31-Jan-24 
Atlanta Obedience Club, Inc. Rally Norcross GA Saturday 17-Feb-24 31-Jan-24 
Atlanta Obedience Club, Inc. Rally Norcross GA Sunday 18-Feb-24 31-Jan-24 
Atlanta Obedience Club, Inc. Rally Norcross GA Sunday 18-Feb-24 31-Jan-24 



2024 Futurity/Maturity season will soon be on it’s way. Plus this year the regions are now broken up into 
7 sections. 

For those new or unfamiliar, these shows are held for our breeders & co-breeders of litters of applicable 
years. Litters are nominated for the respective upcoming year(s), so these pups can compete with other 
same aged litters in their area and across the country.  This gives an opportunity for breeders who are 
members of the GSDCA to present their breeding program to the GSD community and how they are 

contributing to the overall GSD breed.   
The “Best of” and the “Reserve” of each region will be given an invite to the GSDCA National, at year’s 

end, to compete for the top spot, Victor or Victrix.  
The first show will be held in Augusta on March 24th. The next page shows details of all locations and 

judges & alternatives.   
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hƩps://www.gsdca.org/2024-host-clubs-dates-locaƟons-judges/ 
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German Shepherd Dog Club of America 

The German Shepherd Dog Club of America, Inc., 
also known as the Parent Club by breed enthusiasts, 
was formed in 1913 & incorporated February 7, 1916. 

The purposes for which the Corporation was formed 
are listed below: 
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We highly recommend Membership with our Parent club.   
 

It puts you right in the mix of what’s happening in the world of GSD’s.   
 

Multiple membership options are available: Single, Family, Juniors. Dues/payments are 
required for Singe & Family membership but not for Juniors.  Also, there are additional 
requirements for memberships which can be viewed directly on parent club’s website or 

can be reviewed on the last page of this newsletter from parent's club application. 
https://www.gsdca.org/application-and-info/  

1) To promote the breeding of the German Shepherd Dog; 
 
2) To define precisely and publish definiƟon of the true type, and to urge the adopƟon of such types on 
    breeders, judges, dog show commiƩees, etc., as the only recognized and unvarying standard by which 
    the German Shepherd Dog is to be judged, and which may in the future be uniformly accepted as the 
    sole standard of excellence in breeding and awarding prizes of merit; 
 
3) To do all in its power to protect and advance the interests of the breed by offering prizes, supporƟng 
    certain shows, encouraging the development of working qualiƟes and taking any other steps that may 
    seem advisable; 
 
4) To promote its most conspicuous characterisƟcs as Police Dog, War Dog, Red Cross Dog, and Herding 
     Dog, and; 
 
5) To encourage therefore all trial and demonstraƟons in which those qualiƟes may be shown, so as to 
    interest the public generally, but especially the police and other municipal organizaƟons in our ideals. 



Hope you enjoy this months newsletter! 

Details or questions can be sent to our group email: gsdcofatlanta@gmail.com 

We encourage participation and become engaged with the GSD community here and nationally.  Feel 

free to reach out if you have any questions. 
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