
Our newsletters and website offer advertising opportunities at affordable costs. 
These outlets are a great way to connect with a larger audience from an established source. 
If you and/or your business is interested in advertising possibilities, feel free to reach out.  

Newsletter Publications Opportunities  

Club Highlights 
Þ Grooming Seminar in March 

Þ April Specialty Shows 3rd weekend, entries closes 4.2.2025  

Þ GSDCA Temperament Test 4.19.2025. Registration closes 4.11.2025 

Þ Volunteers Needed. Let us know if you can help for above events  

Þ We will be hosting  2 fall specialty shows in November @ Perry with the 
Winter All Breed Cluster. More Details to come! 

Þ For May Meeting we are entertaining an idea to volunteer at a local shelter. 
Let us know if there is spot you recommend.  

Þ February Board Meeting Mins is uploaded on club site in member’s only 
section.  

*Club schedule can be found on website* 

Our annual club award banquet is several months away. Send us 
ideas where we want to celebrate.  

And keeping working towards those titles!  
The Awards year is from June 1, 2024, to May 31, 2025. 

More details next page. 
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Awards Eligibility/Submission: 
  
Eligibility: 

·         Only current members are eligible to receive awards. No dogs other than German shepherds are 
eligible for awards. 
·         The Club member recipient must have been a member and must have owned or co-owned the 
dog at the time the title was won. (In the case of a dog co-owned by two or more club members, the 
person whose name first appears on the AKC papers is considered the “owner” and would be eligible 
to receive the award at no cost. Co-owners may purchase additional awards at their own expense.) 
·         The following titles shall be recognized: AKC titles of Championship and any other title recognized 
by AKC or GSDC of America. GSDC of America Titles of Select, Grand Victor/Victrix, Futurity/Maturity 
Victor/Victrix, Register of Merit, Obedience Victor/Victrix, Agility Victor/Victrix, and titles of IPO. 
·         Awards shall be of two types, except where noted: plaques and certificates. To be eligible for a 
plaque, a member must meet one of the following requirements: 

o   Attend 5 club meetings in the current awards year. Meetings may be a combination of club 
and/or board meetings. 
o   Actively serve on a committee during the awards year. 
o   Be a life member as defined in the club’s bylaws. 
Members not meeting requirements for plaques will be awarded certificates. 

·         The Awards year is from June 1, 2024, to May 31, 2025. 
  

Submission: 
·         Please provide a photocopy of the AKC certificate(s). 
·         Please advise the dog’s name you as you want it to be shown on the plaque or certificate (AKC 
registered name OR call name) and the date the title was earned (shown on AKC certificate) 
·         AKC Championship plaques are picture plaques (plaque is 13” x 10” and holds an 8 x 10 pho-
to).  Please specify horizontal or vertical. 
·         AKC Performance awards are picture plaques (plaque is 7” x 9” and holds a 6 x 4 photo).  Please 
specify horizontal or vertical. 
·         IF you already have a plaque, you have the option of adding a wooden plaque that hangs beneath 
(see example above). 
 

·         The ENTIRE submission, including photocopy of AKC cert will be due after May 31st but no later than 
July 1st. More Details to come! 



Premium is on parent site. Can be pulled up at the following link: 

hƩps://www.gsdca.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/2025-4-18-20-nGeorgia-Atlanta-premium.pdf?
ĩclid=IwY2xjawIy3yFleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHY8hZyD9onkV_YyImhO5ulCO_Rv0g7NFKBq6rplCVBNbXB6lYLpjsHERMw_aem_Ez5IsVK6_1vNzk4
pQUZOtA 





1.9.2025 MeeƟng Agenda:  
à UpdaƟng P&P and Bylaws goal. JusƟn plan’s to 

create a commiƩee at next month’s Board 
meeƟng to review the exisƟng docs to help 
posiƟon our club beƩer. Some of the current 
format can be considered for update which 
would allow our club to be more flexible, given 
our current member roster role/parƟcipaƟon. 
JusƟn has spoken to Carmen who has volun-
teered to help with the edits. JusƟn opened it 
to the floor if anyone else would like to be part 
of commiƩee to let him know. 
 - MeeƟng locaƟon/Ɵme change JusƟn pre-
sented the plan to have meeƟngs again with 
our dogs at local parks. We had a few originally 
scheduled but had to be postponed unƟl 2025. 
Since we’re not restricted on what day the 
meeƟng should fall on, it was agreed by all to 
begin having club meeƟngs on the weekend 
around the metro area, starƟng with next 
month’s meeƟng. JusƟn stated the move to 
weekends would open an opportunity to bring 
in new folks, creaƟng the social aspect into our 
club and geƫng folks into conformaƟon. The 
club would sƟll have board meeƟngs and 
scheduled Special Club MeeƟngs using phone 
in opƟons for club businesses if called for. Jus-
Ɵn double-checked the AKC show schedule 
throughout the year and these weekends do 
not interfere with any all-breed/specialty 
shows in our surrounding area. The meeƟng 
would be 30min/1hr, where we would offer 
educaƟon about GSD with combining confor-
maƟon preparaƟon for folks and their GSD. The 
overall end goal is to provide a support system 
where we can increase parƟcipaƟon in our 
specialty shows in owner handlers/amateur 
classes. Discussion was had and recommenda-
Ɵons provided for future meeƟngs such as 
including other acƟviƟes other than confor-
maƟon to increase interest, like obedience, 
rally, agility. Which by including these acƟvi-
Ɵes, the club could help folks work towards 
higher level Ɵtles from the parent club. Also, it 
was suggested to take advantage of our mem-
bers who are deeply versed in the breed stand-
ard. Jim offered to do an educaƟon and he 
confirmed he is available on March 8th. Re-
quests were made to have Name Tags for fu-
ture meeƟngs. Matches were menƟoned to 
bring in more folks. The idea was acknowl-
edged, but JusƟn also noted with reintroducing 
meeƟngs with our dogs, our club could build 
more interest and down the road hosƟng a 
match could be more feasible. AddiƟonal 
meeƟng formats were offered like having 
member(s) demonstrate what they have been 

working on and give pointers to others or hav-
ing a meeƟng about grooming. JusƟn plans to 
lead the first meeƟng in February and will ad-
verƟse as much as he can to gain interest. He 
will email members on below future dates. 
Propose Dates Second Saturday, February 8th, 
11am 2275 Caney Rd, Cumming GA Second 
Saturday, March 8th, 11am park TBD (or use 
prior locaƟon 2275 Caney Rd, Cumming GA) 
First Saturday, April 1st, 11am park TBD (or use 
prior locaƟon 2275 Caney Rd, Cumming GA) 
First Saturday, May 3rd, 11am park TBD (or use 
prior locaƟon 2275 Caney Rd, Cumming GA) 
June TBD  

à - April 2025 Show Update - Hotel & Judges 
Club has received the final contract with Com-
fort Inn & Suites in Canton and was forwarded 
to Val to complete the Premium. The Events 
are already approved by AKC/GSDCA and are 
up on their sites. JusƟn has reached out to 
Judges to confirm their travel arrangements. 
Doug is likely to drive and Bob to fly. We will 
ask Bob to book his own flight. Karena offered 
to pick up and drop off Bob from the airport 
and she should be able to live stream the 
shows that weekend as well. - Park payment 
will be made by NG for both clubs Before the 
shows, Atlanta will owe NG 625. Kim/NG is 
requesƟng a check. Total cost is 1250, which 
includes 500 refundable deposit. The 500 will 
be returned aŌer the show and NG will pay/
owe us 250/half of the deposit at that Ɵme. Fri 
$250 Sat $250 Sun $250 Refundable deposit 
$500 - We asked NG to do Saturday Lunch  

à - Fall 2025 Show Update General Summary: 
Dates of cluster: November 25th—December 1, 
2025. Specialty shows will be on Saturday/
Sunday 29th/30th This is our first Ɵme going in 
with an all-breed cluster vs hosƟng the shows 
on our own. We’re hoping to take advantage of 
their entries and grounds and also the Ɵme of 
year when there aren’t too many shows in 
area. - Contract with Show Secretary (Foy 
Trent) The pro’s going in with the cluster is 
really straight forward. The Cluster would not 
charge us on entries for a Concurrent Specialty. 
Only charges would be judge expenses 
(charge/hotels) shared and 1 $45 electrical 
charge for only coffee usage. We do plan to 
contract with their Secretary Foy Trent, where 
their charge is on per event and a porƟon of 
each entry. But they would handle ring setup/
takedown/equipment, premium, entries. The 
club would be responsible for preparaƟon of 
areas for show, any labor not associated with 
setup/take down like ring stewards, ribbons/
roseƩes at cost (Foy Trent will handle distribu-

Ɵon). We just received the Foy Trent contract 
and are reviewing it more to understand all of 
it which Ren/I shared with Joye for her input. 
Joye did indicate club would need to go with 
judges who could be used by the cluster so the 
expense can be shared. The other scenario of 
only breeder judges and having the club fully 
responsible for expense is not feasible. - Pend-
ing Contract with Cluster, awaiƟng list of judg-
es We need to provide judges to the cluster as 
soon as possible so they can reach out and 
have the judges sign on. Their contract is due 
mid February but the names can be provided 
before hand. Cluster provided 3 opƟons re-
garding judges: either us to waive & accept 
their assignment, provide group of judges for 
consideraƟon, or state we require breeder 
judge. We opted with the benefit of submiƫng 
judges for consideraƟon as the judges expens-
es/fees will be shared with the cluster if they 
are able to use them in their shows. The com-
miƩee gathered a group of names for the 
fall2025 shows. We only need 3 but have 5 so, 
if the cluster comes back asking for addiƟonal 
names, we have 2 addiƟonal names. Discussion 
was had about the future panel and if it was 
known for club to choose from. JusƟn went 
over conversaƟon the club had with Cluster 
coordinator. They asked us to provide our 
choices as soon as possible to ensure judges 
can be considered as they are acƟvely puƫng 
together their panel. Judges names were 
brought to the floor. It was in agreement by all 
to submit Danielle, John, and Donna to cluster 
for consideraƟon and Rita & Jack for the Spring 
2026 Specialty. It was noted Sheree only does 
herding and not all breeds, and Joe & his wife 
recently reƟred. The commiƩee should come 
up with another alternaƟve for spring 2026. - 
Judges approval Judges List: Judging Com-
miƩee: Morgan (Chair), Hilary, and Dan 2025 
Gluster: 1. Danielle brown 2. John Cole 3. 
Sheree Moses 4. Carmen BaƩaglia 5. Donna 
Conard. All are available at this Ɵme Spring 
2026 Specialty: Rita Sandell Jack Kilgour Joe 
LaRosa Alternate  

GSDC of Atlanta MeeƟng January 9th, 2025 
MeeƟng @ Aldos in Sandy Springs & open line for call-in’s AƩendance: Dan, 
Karena, Jim, Carmen, Mindi, Sara, Hilary, Marilyn, JusƟn Called-in: Joye, Ren  



Old Business: Future meeƟng locaƟons were 
discussed. March locaƟon will be in Canton. 
Atlanta and North Georgia (NG) clubs will be 
holding a joint EducaƟon Program led by 
James Moses. JusƟn reached out to Michelle 
Jones from NG to ask if she would be willing 
to host the event. She has confirmed. This 
event will be Atlanta’s March meeƟng. Spe-
cific details/adverƟsing will be distributed by 
JusƟn in the coming weeks. JusƟn wants to 
have a Board MeeƟng this month and will 
send out a request to Board members on 
availability. One topic of discussion is to go 
over Audit review and recommendaƟons 
Carmen/Joan have. In addiƟon, he would like 
to explore the idea of placing a porƟon of the 
club’s funds into CD for beƩer interest re-
turn.  
 
Show Report:  
April 2025: All prizes have been purchased 
except for Best Junior. That prize will be pur-
chased aŌer entries close IF we have a junior 
entry. The total spent is $581.47 for prizes. 
Ren will need to submit receipts for reim-
bursement from the club. Judge giŌs have 
been purchased, $30 each. The ribbons/
roseƩes order will be completed in the next 
couple of weeks. The premium list is out and 
is on our Facebook page, and on the parent 
club website. We will work with Kim 
McNamara (NGA) on the logisƟcs of the Tem-
perament Test. Morgan will contact Adam at 
Canton to discuss the use of the gun. We 

need to pull the list from the parent club 
website regarding the items needed for the 
Temperament Test. The club must provide all 
items needed for the test. This will require 
some coordinaƟon. Lisa volunteered to be 
the Weird Stranger. JusƟn emailed Bob 
Drescher on his travel plans, pending reply. 
He hopes to get in contact to get his flights 
arranged Ɵmely. Marilyn reached out and 
confirmed both Hillary and her will be availa-
ble for show weekend. Lisa gave a preview of 
what the show lunch will be. Plans to arrive 
around 1030am that Saturday to setup.  
 
November 2025: JusƟn confirmed both con-
tracts with the Cluster and the show secre-
tary (Foy Trent) have been sent in. We includ-
ed 3 judges names for consideraƟon to clus-
ter to add to their slate. Names as follows: 
Danielle Brown, John Cole, and Donna Conod. 
Cluster will provide final Judges names once 
determined from their end. JusƟn and Ren 
have reached out to the parent club’s Corre-
sponding Secretary, Janeane Cappara, for the 
parent club’s approval. She confirmed receipt 
and will send off their leƩer of approval to 
AKC once the events have been submiƩed/
created to AKC.  
 
April 2026 Last meeƟng the spring slate were 
presented and approved: Rita Sandell and 
Jack Kilgour. JusƟn asked for any recommen-
daƟons from the floor. None were given. The 
slate was accepted as presented. Morgan, 

the Judge CommiƩee Chair, will reach out to 
both Rita and Jack.  
 
New Business: Ren talked about donaƟng to 
a German Shepherd at Canine Pet Rescue 
that needs medical funds. She wants the club 
to donate for this dog but menƟoned that the 
donaƟon link is for the shelter's general fund. 
She will review and circle back at the next 
meeƟng. Discussion was had about geƫng an 
ouƟng together for members to volunteer at 
local shelters. Everyone supported the club 
exploring the idea. JusƟn asked Mindi and 
Ren if they can look around and offer some 
locaƟons as opƟons, especially since they are 
local and are more familiar with overall areas.  
 
MeeƟng adjourned at 11:50am. Minutes by: 
Ren Lewis/JusƟn Moore  

German Shepherd Dog Club of Atlanta February MeeƟng – 02/08/2025 
@ Caney Creek Preserve Park AƩendees: JusƟn, Dan, Lisa, Vess, Mindi, Morgan 

and Ren Dogs: Luc, Fancy, Viper MeeƟng came to order at 11:22am.  



February2025 Meeting Pics 

Last meeƟng we meet at 
Caney Park in Cumming. 

We went over show details 
and possible new adven-

tures like volunteering with 
local recuses. Then we out 

to eat.  



Club Ad(s) 

Spring Forward! 

Daylight saving Ɵme begins at 2 a.m. on Sunday, 
March 9, at which Ɵme clocks 'spring forward' and 
reset to 3 a.m.  
 
In the spring, clocks spring forward one hour. We 
will have lost an hour when we awake Sunday 
morning.  



I joined the GSDC of Atlanta in 1972, 
moved out of the area and continued 
in obedience with my dogs until we 
moved back to Atlanta in 1984.  I 
rejoined the club in 1988 after my 

old dogs had died and I purchased a 
puppy from Caralon Kennels.  

 I’ve had dogs that were shown in 
conformation, obedience, rally, herd-
ing, FastCat, and dabbled in tracking 

and nose work.   

I offer referrals towards our club members first.  If I don’t know of 
any club puppies, I offer names of others local to our area that I 

know offer a good dog and will stand behind their puppies.  And I 
give no preferences to anyone – I try to be as unbiased as possible. 

 
The below questions are based on my experience as a breeder and 

owner.  My first dog purchase in 1968 was an inbred father/
daughter litter, and he had the most titles of any dog in his 5-

generation pedigree – a CDX.  I will credit him with establishing my 
love of the breed and we had a lot of fun.  

QuesƟons that I ask callers  
 Have you ever owned a GSD before 
 What area of town do you live in or does it maƩer how far away the puppy is located 
 Do you have a fenced yard or what is your exercise plan 
 Do you want a puppy or an older dog 
 What do you want to do with your dog – pet, show, performance, etc. 
 How did you find out about the club 
 
QuesƟons I advise callers to ask the person with puppies.  Callers frequently know of “puppies” from a 
friend knows someone who has a liƩer. 
 What health screenings do the parents have, i.e. OFA, DM, etc. 
 Make sure you meet the dam of the puppies, if you don’t like her leave  
 How old is the dam 
 Do they have both parents on site  

Members, keep me in the loop! 
Let me know if you’re having 
puppies, planning a litter, or 

have a dog you want to place.  

I tell everyone that calls – your dog needs a job – if you don’t give him one, they will make 
their own job. 

Everyone has their own hot buttons and these are mine.  I’ve been fortunate to have great 
mentors over the years. Scootie Sherlock of Caralon Kennels, was my first mentor and was 
always there for me even after I no longer had a dog from her bloodlines.  Find yourself a 

mentor and then listen. 



*www.eukanuba.com/us/puppy/puppy-arƟcles/how-to-find-a-responsible-breeder 

·MEET THE BREEDER—Don't be put off if a 
breeder isn't immediately responsive. Some 
breeders have full-Ɵme jobs, and they don't 
always have available puppies. Be selecƟve. 
Find a breeder who is knowledgeable and 
make sure you're comfortable with them. 
Establish a good rapport with them as they 
will be an excellent resource and breed 
mentor for you throughout the life of your 
puppy. * 

 
·ASK ABOUT THE PUPPY’S PARENTS— Get an 

idea of what the future holds for your dog in 
terms of temperament and appearance. 
Breeders should be honest about the 
breed's strengths and weaknesses and 
knowledgeable about the geneƟc diseases 
that can affect their breed — including 
what's being done to avoid them. * 

 
·Don't expect to bring home the puppy unƟl it’s 

8 to 12 weeks of age. A puppy needs ample 
Ɵme to mature and socialize with its mother 
and liƩermates.* 

hƩps://www.akc.org/breed-selector-tool/#/ 

Know more about the breed.  Our parent club and AKC offer 
great resources to know more about GSD’s.  

hƩps://www.akc.org/dog-breeds/german-shepherd-dog/ 

hƩps://www.gsdca.org/  



German Shepherd Dog Club of America 

The German Shepherd Dog Club of America, Inc., 
also known as the Parent Club for the GSD, was 
formed in 1913 & incorporated February 7, 1916. 

The purposes for which the Corporation was formed 
are listed below: 

We highly recommend Membership with our Parent club.   
 

It puts you right in the mix of what’s happening in the world of GSD’s.   
 

Multiple membership options are available: Single, Family, Juniors. Requirements for 
membership types can be viewed directly on parent club’s website or can be reviewed 

on the last page of this newsletter from parent's club application. 
https://www.gsdca.org/application-and-info/  

1)To promote the breeding of the German Shepherd Dog; 
 
2) To define precisely and publish definiƟon of the true type, and to urge the adopƟon of such types on 
    breeders, judges, dog show commiƩees, etc., as the only recognized and unvarying standard by which 
    the German Shepherd Dog is to be judged, and which may in the future be uniformly accepted as the 
    sole standard of excellence in breeding and awarding prizes of merit; 
 
3) To do all in its power to protect and advance the interests of the breed by offering prizes, supporƟng 
    certain shows, encouraging the development of working qualiƟes and taking any other steps that may 
    seem advisable; 
 
4) To promote its most conspicuous characterisƟcs as Police Dog, War Dog, Red Cross Dog, and Herding 
     Dog, and; 
 
5) To encourage therefore all trial and demonstraƟons in which those qualiƟes may be shown, so as to 
    interest the public generally, but especially the police and other municipal organizaƟons in our ideals. 




















